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          The News…………...……….…..………........... September 2019 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 
 

2nd   -    Kathy Hardin, Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid 
9th   -    Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons, Helen Pruitt 
16th  -   Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 
23rd  -   Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 
30th   -   Eileen Huffman, Sue Jacobsen 
 

During the month of August Lifeline Ministries served 
17  families representing  40  individuals.   

SEPTEMBER NEEDED ITEM:    RICE, SUGAR,  BOXED MAC & CHEESE 
 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 
serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 
and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

SONSHINERS  Join the Sonshiners on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3rd, for our annual apple trip and delicious 
meal at the Moose Cafe.  We will leave the 
church at 8:30 am 
 
The annual fall trip to Myrtle Beach will be Nov 
4th, 5th, 6th.  Cost is $160.00 per person which 
includes 2 hotel nights, hot breakfast each morn-
ing, dinner at Benjamins, Legends Christmas 
show and Alabama Christmas show.  Shopping of 
course.  

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 

1  - Sandra/Derrell Lockaby 
8  -  Linda/Nelson Polatty 
15 -  Dianne/Tommy Eddy 

22 -  Beth Butler 
29 - Donna/Houston Matthews 

1  -  Sherry Woods-Call 

2  -  Hampton Burch 

        Jayden Gardner 

3  -  Michelle Brylo 

        Tommy Eddy Jr 

4  -  Diane Bryan 

        Brandon Fisher 

6  -  Fremon Davis 

7  -  Marguerite Edwards 

       Ila Stephens 

8  - Steve Price 

9  -  Donna Terry 

       Loretta Witt 

10 - Brandon McKellar 

11 - Allen Stiles   

12 - Gail Clegg 

13 - Larry Reese 

15 - Beverly Kelly 

17 - Norma Riley 

       Ricky Smith 

       John Williams 

22 - Inga Moore 

       Patrick Wood 

23 - Ansleigh Akers 

       Charlene Fisher 

24 - Robbie Able 

       Anna Price 

25 - Tracy Reynolds 

27 - Harper Burch 

       Bob Drummond 

       Dick Drummond 

28 - Kelly Fisher 

       Emily Miller 

       John Murray 

29 - Mark Benjamin 

30 - Deanna Sargent  

On September 25th we will begin 30 days 
of preparation for our evangelistic revival 
services which will be held Friday,  Octo-
ber 25th  - Sunday, October 27th.  
 
Each person that attends 96 FBC will be 
challenged to pray for and invite at least 
“One”   person to church during our     
revival service.  

 
 Who will your “One” be?     



Regular Sunday Services: 
7:25  AM  Praise Team Practice 
8:00  AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 
8:15  AM Worship 
9:30  AM Sunday School 
10:45 AM Worship 
4:45  PM  Thanksgiving Musical/Choir Practice 
6:00  PM Evening Worship 
   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 
 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 
  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 
    6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study  
                      Wayfinders 
                         Youth Bible Study (The Attic)   

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 6:00 pm  Sunday School 

Picnic 

2 

 

 

 

Church Office Closed 

3 

  Sonshiners Apple Trip 

 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

4 5 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6 

 

 

7 

8 

 

9 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:45 pm  Lakelands/Laurens 

 Joint Men’s Rally @ Disciples 

Path 

10 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

11   12 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

13 14 

15 

6:00pm  Financial Peace/Teens 

16 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

17 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

18 19 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

20 21 

22 

6:00pm  Financial Peace/Teens 

23 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

24 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

25 26 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

27 28 

29 

10:45am  One Church Worship  

(no 8:15 service) 

6:00pm  Financial Peace/Teens 

7:00pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

30 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

     

MPB/Sanctuary reserved —Hatcher/Matthews Wedding 



        It has been said that “our direction not our inten-
tion, will determine our destination.”  A couple of 
weeks ago I had a lot on my mind and was headed to 
Abney Memorial Baptist Church to hear our Director of 

Missions, David Little, share his vision for the future of our local asso-
ciation.  As I was driving down the road, I realized that I was headed 
to the hospital rather than Abney Memorial.  My direction, not my 
intention, was determining my destination.  I was taking the familiar 
and comfortable road instead of the one that I needed to be on.  Once I 
realized that I was off course, I changed direction to arrive at the right 
destination. 
    Our church and other churches at times gets off course from our 
planned destination.  We preach, teach, sing, pray, write and believe in 
our heart that the mission of the Church (our intention) is to Reach the 
Lost in our culture, to Equip those who are reconciled to God through 
Jesus to walk with Him and work for Him and to send Equipped Chris-
tians into service.  Yet, that is not the destination that we are currently 
headed towards.  Our culture continues to drift away from God not 
towards Him.  While the Bible teaches us to reach outward—far too 
often the Church unintentionally turns inward.   
    The purpose of the Church is to continue the work of Jesus Christ 
and He Himself said that He did not come to be served, but to serve 
and to give up His life for the good of others (Mark 10:45).  When the 
Church or groups within the Church become activity focused that leads 
to their arrow pointing inward and not outward and they will miss the 
destination that God intends for the Church to reach.  When the 
Church talks about the lost world, prays for the lost world, strategizes 
how to change the lost world, but rejects the mud on the lost world’s 
shoes when they step into our clean buildings, that is a sign that our 
heart is pointing inward and not outward and we are missing the desti-
nation that God intends for us to reach.  When Christians are deter-
mined to let their voice be heard in the church and in the world rather 
than letting God’s voice be heard, that is a sign that our heart’s arrow 
is pointing inward and not upward and we are being led by our sin-
nature and not the Holy Spirit.  When Christians demand that their 
needs be met the way that they expect them to be met, that is a sign 
that the arrow of their heart is focused inward and not upward and they 
are missing the destination that God intends for them to reach.  
    Wayne Bray writes in his book Inside Out: “I believe that the only 
hope for a world turned upside down is a church turned inside out.”  
Gary Hollingsworth, the Executive Director of the SCBC writes: “The 
world has changed so dramatically in the past few decades, the urgen-
cy of the hour does not allow the church the luxury of doing business 
as usual.”  A well-worn quote says, “everybody complains about the 
weather but nobody does anything about it.”  There is a lot of com-
plaining about the moral and spiritual erosion in our society and an 
inward focused Church will not be able to do anything about it!  Lead-
ers at the SC Baptist Convention often ask the question: “which way is 
your arrow pointing?”  If our arrow is pointing inward the bulk of what 
we do arrives at the destination of pleasing our own desires.  On the 
other hand; if the arrow of our heart points upward, God will lead us to 
look outward rather than inward.  While walking on earth, Jesus’ ar-

Growing Forward Together:  We are thankful for 
each family that sacrifices a little extra each month to 
help us take care our facilities and our church campus.  
We still have areas in our church parking lot that need 

to be repaved and a lot of church flooring that needs to be replaced.  
It is our desire to maintain and update our facilities without having 
to go into debt and your gifts to our GFT fund makes this possible.  
When you give to GFT, you are ultimately making an investment to 
help change lives with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  To date, 
$158,489.47 has been given through our GFT Offering.  Thank you 
for your investment into God’s Kingdom through the 96 FBC.   

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of 
our church and community who are no longer able to attend worship 
services.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minis-
ter to their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM 
Ministry, contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

Homer and Ethel Banks 
119 Kate Fowler Rd. 

Ninety Six, SC     29666 

 

Please encourage them by sending them a note or card.   

 

“Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you.”  

1 Peter 5:7 

Sermons can be found on our website—www.fbc96.org 

 
2019 Janie Chapman Offering    

for State Missions, Missions Education, and 
Kingdom Advance in South Carolina 

CHURCH GOAL $3,000 
 

 
 

 
FINANCIAL PEACE FOR STUDENTS   
We will be offering a Financial Peace class 

for our High School & College Students on Sunday evenings.    We 
will begin meeting on September 15th at 6:00 in the MPB.  We en-
courage all High School and College students to sign up.   Signup 
sheets are in the Welcome Center. 
 
 
MEN’S MINISTRY   The Lakelands and Lauren’s Baptist Associa-
tion Joint Men’s Rally will be on  Monday, September 9th at 6:45pm 
at Disciple’s Trail.  The Speaker will be Dr. Robert Jackson.   If you 
wish to ride on the church bus, we will leave about 6:00 pm 

 RIGHTNOW MEDIA:  Looking for a 
bible study?  Check out  Nice  by Sharon 
Hodde Miller on Right Now Media.  For 
Children,  try Sea Kids  
 

Also, if you have enjoyed any of the RightNow Media vide-
os and would like to share, please provide that information in 
the Pew Registers or email the church office so that we may 
be able to promote it.  If you have not already joined, you 
can either scan the QR code or text RIGHTNOW96FBCSC 
to 41411 or contact the church office. 
 
 
 

row pointed upward and then outward.  When we follow His example 
the bulk of what we do seeks to engage our lost culture with the trans-
forming message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  In the month of Sep-
tember, I will be preaching messages to help our church and each mem-
ber of our church determine the direction that our arrow is pointing.  
Would you begin praying with me that God would help us point the 
arrow of our hearts upward and outward so that we can reach our in-
tended destination?  See you Sunday!!! 
                                                                           On Eagles’ Wings,  

                                             Chuck         

GOOD NEWS CLUB   The Elementary School Good News 
Club is in need of volunteers.   If you would be willing to give 
approximate 2 hours per week on Thursday afternoons, please 
see Alisa Smith.   We need individuals to mentor to children 
from 3rd—5th grade.  We need you!   Please consider giving 
of your time!   



“Is anyone among you suffering?  Let him pray.  Is 
anyone cheerful?  Let him sing psalms.”  James 5:13 
 
I would say all of us can remember falling from our 

bicycles and scraping ourselves.  Those wounds would develop scabs, 
and no matter how many times my parents would tell me not to pick at 
those scabs, I would do it anyway; resulting in bleeding and the for-
mation of another scab.  You see the skin underneath those scabs need-
ed to time to heal.  The scab is God’s protective bandage that promotes 
healing.  The sermon series Chuck led us through this summer was a 
lot like this analogy to me.  Many of those messages caused me to peel 
back the scab or callus that I had placed over some wounds; like a 
band-aid, but only as a cover-up.  You see, we cannot just cover-up 
life’s wounds—they must be dealt with.  Otherwise, they recur and 
cause pain and emotional stress over and over.  Thanks Chuck, for the 
passion and prayer you put into this series that helped me identify and 
seek healing and also for the Godly instruction to equip me to help 
others who have weeping wounds…  
 
Our Music Ministry is excited to begin working on our Thanksgiving 
Praise and Worship Musical which will be presented on Sunday, No-
vember 24 at 6:00 pm.  This will be a great time of worship and en-
couragement with great music and testimonies.  Be sure to mark your 
calendars and invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family. 
It is not too late to join the choir if you so desire.  We will be practic-
ing on Sunday afternoons at 4:45 pm. 
 
I would like to thank all who prayed, called and visited Tony and I 
during his recent illness and procedures.  You were a great blessing 
and encouragement to us at a difficult time. 
 
Join me in praying that our worship would always be Christ-centered 
and God-honoring, and that our heart-cry would be first and foremost 
to offer unashamed praise. 
 
“Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.”  Psalm 
134:2 

                                                Because of Grace,     Iris 

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church 
Worship services will be on Sunday, September 29th in the MPB.  
Parker and Laura Murray will be here to share with us that Sunday.  
We are thankful that although we worship three times each Sunday 
that we remain One Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   
 
BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 
October 6th during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate 
for baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
EXERCISE MINISTRY   Our Exercise Ministry continues to meet 
in the MPB on Mon, Tues and Thurs at 5:45 pm for about an hour. We 
invite you to join us.  If you don’t feel comfortable walking / exercis-
ing to dvd, you are welcome to walk laps inside the MPB.  For addi-
tional info, see Linda Womack or Stacy Sargent.  

Changes Are Coming… 
My Dad once told me that the only thing that stays the same 
in life is the fact that there will always be change.  My Dad is 

a wise man.  In my almost 40 years of life I have learned that my Dad’s 
words are very true.  Change is simply inevitable.  There are times when 
change can be extremely difficult and stressful, such as when tragedy 
strikes or when we experience the consequences of other people’s bad 
choices.  However, there are also times when change can be scary and 
bittersweet yet necessary and beneficial.  That is the kind of change I be-
lieve is going to take place here at Ninety Six First Baptist Church. 
For almost 10 years it has been my privilege to serve as Student Pastor of 
this church.  Over the years I have had the opportunity to build relationships 
with and invest in youth, children, and families in this church.  To say this 
experience has been a blessing would be a tremendous understatement.  I 
am thankful that I have been able to see many of our children grow up to 
become Godly teenagers who graduate High School with a desire to change 
the world for Christ.  I am thankful that I have seen  many of our youth grad-
uate, get married, start families, and become Godly leaders in their homes 
and work places.  I am thankful that not only have I had the opportunity to 
make a difference in YOUR life, but that you have also made a difference in 
MY life.  
However, as with every part of life, my Dad’s words are true to our Youth 
and Children’s Ministries.  I truly believe it is time for new leadership to bring 
a fresh new perspective to the way we minister to our young people.  As 
much as I love serving our youth and children I also have prayerfully be-
come aware of both where I am in life and how God has gifted me to serve 
Him.   Let’s be honest.  I’m not as young as I once was (have you seen my 
gray hair?).  I want to honor God by serving in areas that best fit my gifts 
and talents.  I want our Youth and Children’s Ministries to honor God by 
being led by someone who’s gifts and talents allow him to lead in a way that 
is best for our kids.   
So today I am asking for your prayers.  First, I want you to begin praying for 
the new Associate Pastor to Students.  Pray that God will already be prepar-
ing and equipping him to lead our wonderful young people.  Secondly, 
please pray for our youth and children.  Change can be particularly stressful 
on kids and I want them to know that everything is going to be ok.  Lastly, 
please pray for me.  I am excited about new opportunities and areas to 
serve in this wonderful church.  But, just like you, I don’t like change.  But 
the times I have seen God work the most is when I have chosen to trust Him 
and step out of my comfort zone.  I am excited about what is coming next.  I 
can’t wait to see what the future holds for our kids and this church!!! 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

Thank You Notes 
 
Dear FBC Church Family,  Thank you so much for 
your visits, calls, texts, and food during Frank’s sur-
gery and death.  You are a great church family!  Please 

continue to remember us in your prayers in the days & months to come. 
In Christian Love,  Jenny Taylor & Family 

 
Dear Ninety Six FBC,  Thank you so much for the graduation gift!  The 
book that I received will help guide me through my college years.   

Thanks again for everything, 
Reid McKellar 

LIBRARY NEWS  Check these out ! 
 
“Aftershock”  by David Cox & Candy Arrington 
(Help, Hope & Healing in the wake of Suicide) 
 
“Melissa”  by Frank Page 
(A Father’s Lessons from a Daughter’s Suicide) 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and 
the daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church 
at csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free adver-
tising to our church and community by sharing our posts on your 
page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

WEDDING CELEBRATION CARDS    
We are collecting gift cards to celebrate 
Bella Williamson & John Carter’s upcom-
ing marriage.  The Eagle’s Nest Sunday 

School Class will present cards collected at a Sunday School Class 
Outreach Dinner.  Please place your cards in the designated area in 
the Welcome Center.  Amazon gift cards and others are appreciated. 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

