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          The News…………...…….…..……..…........... November 2018 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 

5th   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

12th  -   Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

19th  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

26th  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 

 
 

During the month of October Lifeline Ministries served 

26 families representing  58  individuals.       

NOVEMBER NEEDED ITEM:    CANNED / DRY BEANS (PINTOS, ETC) 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular 

monthly covered dish luncheon on Tuesday, 

October 30th at 11:00am.  We will meet in 

the Old Social Hall.  We will make final 

plans for beach trip.  Payment of $154.00 per 

person due by this date.  On October 26 can-

cellations will result in forfeiture of one nights room 

cost.  Our big bus will be available to make the trip. 

 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER 

4  -   Barbara Clark 

11  -  Wade Harter 

18 -  Lisa / Kyle Neal 

25 -  Alisa Smith 

CHRISTMAS PREPARATION SERVICE 

November 25th  

6:00 pm    

 

As we turn our attention towards Christmas, join us for 

worship as we  prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth 

of our Lord Jesus Christ during this Christmas Season. 

 

We will sing our first Christmas carols, read scripture, 

decorate and light our Christmas tree.  

2 - Allen Easler 

 Michael Parris 

 Venor White 

4 -  Brookelynn Kelly 

 Tara Price 

 Helen Williams 

6 -  Don Moore 

7-   Rusty Hughes 

8 - Michael Reynolds 

9 -  Vincent Price 

 Evelyn Rice 

12-  Mitch Stiles 

13 - Lauren Branyan 

 Royce Kidd 

14 - Laura McClam 

16 - Mary Beth Kelly 

        Darrell Moore 

17 -  Rod Johnson 

18 - Karen Goohs 

 Billy Pow 

21 - Adam Ellenberg 

 Ethan Ellenberg 

22 - Alton Ouzts 

 Danny Warner 

24 - Eric Fisher 

26 - LeAnne G. Stockman 

29 - T J Hallman 

 Jerri Pow 

LIBRARY NEWS   Be sure to check 

out the new books in the Library.   

The two newest books are by a local 

writer, Debbie Turner.  “Trees Wear 

Glasses, Don’t They” and 

“Whispered Thunder”. We also have 

“Overcomer” by Dr. David Jeremiah 



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

2 3 

4 5 

5:00 pm  GNC Prayer Time 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

6 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

 

7 

 

8 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

9 10 

11 12 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

13 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

14 15 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

6:00 pm  LBA Women’s Event 

at  96FBC 

16 17 

Craft Show - MPB  8am -2pm 

18 19 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

20 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Christmas Decorating 

& Soup Fellowship 

21 

No Wednesday Activities 

22 

 

 

23 24 

25 

         6:00 pm  Christmas  

Preparation Service 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

26 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

27 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

28 29 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

30  

West Virginia Mission Trip 

Sonshiners Beach Trip 



    I went to Walmart on October 1st to purchase some 

greatly needed hunting supplies and when I walked into 

the garden shop I was shocked to see a Christmas winter 

wonderland!!!  Three months before Christmas the gar-

den shop was filled with Christmas trees, wreaths, lights, reindeer, snow-

men, ornaments, manger scenes, decorative angels and the list goes on 

and on.  It was 90 degrees outside, the leaves were still all green and 

hanging on the trees and Walmart (and other stores) are ready for Christ-

mas???  I wanted to say to the hardworking employees—STOP!  Sub-

way hadn’t even introduced their Thanksgiving sandwich and stores are 

gearing up for Christmas???  Why so early???  I guess the economy is 

good and Christmas sales are expected to follow suite???  Have we come 

to a place where Thanksgiving is less than a speed-bump or pothole on 

the road between Labor Day and Christmas??? 

    Now I realize that neither Christmas nor Thanksgiving are holidays 

outlined in the Bible for us to observe.  Yet, I and many others love and 

appreciate these two seasons that seem to just fit together.  Thanksgiving 

is the season of gratitude that help us prepare our heart for the giving and 

receiving that takes place as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  While being 

thankful should be a year-long character trait, a season where everything 

slows down so that we can focus on God and what God has blessed us 

with is refreshing to my soul.  I’m just not going to be satisfied with 

making Thanksgiving a token-gesture celebration while Black Friday 

and Cyber Monday loom in the shadows. 

    I will save the discussion of what Christmas has become for another 

day, but let me emphasize the importance of being thankful.  Our culture 

today is very demanding.  People who have never been reconciled to 

God through Jesus are selfish and they want their way right away.  They 

grab, grab grab never having enough to be content.  Many Christians 

who are not being led by the Holy Spirit and who have not matured spir-

itually are as selfish and demanding as those who are still separated from 

God by their sin.  These immature baby believers focus on being taken 

care of and they fail to understand the blessing of making sacrifices for 

the sake of others.  Oh, they will gather around the Thanksgiving table 

and fill their bellies, but their soul remains empty because they have 

failed to learn that life isn’t about receiving worldly goods and achieving 

earthly gain.   

    Think about this question with me.  What if tomorrow’s blessings 

were based on today’s thanksgiving?  What would happen if God turned 

off His provision because we take Him for granted?  Our commercial-

ized culture works hard to make us feel like we need more.  The Bible 

teaches that Godliness with contentment is great gain.  If it takes any-

thing in addition to Jesus to satisfy my soul, my soul will never truly be 

satisfied.  Our church family will take time this month to focus on being 

thankful.  I want to encourage you and your family to do the same.  See 

you Sunday! 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  His mercy endures forev-

er. 1 Chronicles 16:34     

                                                                    On Eagles’ Wings,   Chuck         

LBA WOMEN’S EVENT   Ninety Six First Baptist will host the  Lake-

lands Baptist Association Women’s Event on Thursday, November 15th 

at 6:00 pm in our multi-purpose building.  Wendy Dukes will be the 

speaker.    We need ladies to help prepare desserts - sign up in the Wel-

come Center if you bake a cake for this event.   

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY EVENTS   
*   We will be taking “Goodie Trays” to our local Police, Fire and Sani-

tation Departments to let them know how thankful we are for their ser-

vice.  We need ladies to make cakes, cookies or brownies and bring to 

the church  on Tuesday, Nov. 13th or by noon on Wednesday, Nov. 14th.  

There will be a sign up sheet in the Welcome Center.   

*   Our Christmas Tea this year will be on December 6th at 6:00 pm.  It’s 

time to sign up to decorate a table and to be thinking about who to invite 

to fill your table.  What better way to invite a lost or backslidden friend 

to hear the Gospel.  Dawn Smith Jordan will be our guest speaker and 

provide music.  We will also be inviting the Pathway House ladies to 

join us.  

 

EXERCISE MINISTRY  Our Exercise Ministry meets on Mon & Tues 

and Thurs at 5:30.  We begin with a devotional and prayer that is fol-

lowed by a time of exercise and fellowship.   For additional info, see 

Linda Womack,  Stacy Sargent, or Barbara Clark. 

   

CHURCH APPAREL  We have new items and additional sizes now 

available for purchase.  We have  T-shirts - short sleeve ($10) and long 

sleeve ($15), Polos for men & women ($22),  caps ($10-$12), Pullover 

windshirts ($25) & Umbrellas ($20).  XXL & above are extra.  You may 

contact the church office.  We will also make available during our One 

Church Worship Services.  

 

REMINDER  Day Light Savings Time ends on November 

4th.  Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour on Satur-

day night, November 3rd. 

Growing Forward Together  Thank you for sacri-

ficially giving to the GFT offering.  At the time of 

Newsletter printing we have receive $109,394.77   

through our GFT Capital Stewardship Campaign.  

After paving the parking lot, we will have a balance 

of $49,254.77 remaining in the GFT account.  Keep 

in mind the goal of GFT is to repave church parking lots, pur-

chase a new church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout 

the church  

DEALING WITH GRIEF DURING THE HOLIDAYS   We will 

meet at Temple Baptist on Monday, Nov. 19th at 6:00 pm for a time 

of hope and healing from grief as the holiday season approaches.  

This is a meeting for anyone who has lost a spouse, child, sibling or 

another loved one.  There will be a 40-minute DVD followed by 

some time going over biblical principles for dealing with grief.  We 

will meet in the sanctuary and you, your family and your friends are 

all invited. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   There are still 

pre-printed plastic boxes from Samaritans Purse avail-

able to use. Boxes can be picked up in the welcome 

center or you may also use your own.   We also have 

handmade pillow case dresses and shorts in the Wel-

come Center if you would like to add one to your box.  

Be sure to pick up an envelope with the label for you to choose and at-

tach on top, please include your $9.00 donation for shipping/handling 

inside the box.  Please check your list for items that aren’t allowed.  We 

pray these boxes will open the door to the gospel.  Help ’cast the net’ to 

reach souls worldwide for Jesus!    Please return your boxes to the 

church sanctuary by November 18th .  Be sure to secure box with rubber-

band, ribbon or string. 

SHEPHERD’S HANDS MINISTRY  We will be taking a Mission 

Team (about 10 people) to Lashmeet, WV to help with the Thanks-

giving food distribution at the Shepherd’s Hands Ministry Novem-

ber 16-17th.  If you would like to be a part of this opportunity to 

serve, sign-up in the Welcome Center.  The only cost for this mis-

sion trip is the cost of your meals.   

 

OPERATION ORANGE RIBBON  On Sunday, November 4th, 

we will set aside time to pray for the persecuted church around the 

world.  We will make orange ribbons and wristbands available as 

reminders to pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout 

the year. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING  We will be preparing the campus 

for the Christmas Season at 6:30 on Tuesday night, November 20th .  

After we decorate the sanctuary and MPB, we will enjoy a soup 

fellowship in the MPB.  If you want to be a part of this fun and fes-

tive evening by decorating, see Vicki Sanders or Debbie Wightman 

and if you would like to bring a pot of soup and help with the Fel-

lowship see Anna Morris. 



 
 
Knowing Is Half The Battle 
When I was a kid I used to love to watch a show called G.I. 

Joe.  Basically it was a cartoon about an elite special forces unit of the 
military who were put together for the sole purpose of defeating the terrorist 
organization known as Cobra.  It was a really cool show and became one 
of the most popular television shows of the 80’s.  After each episode, how-
ever, kids were treated to a brief public service announcement by the mem-
bers of G.I. Joe that always ended with the phrase “Now I know…and 
knowing is half the battle.”  You know, sometimes parenthood can  feel like 
a battle because we struggle to keep up with and understand all the elec-
tronic and media influences that our kids face each day.  Even I admit that 
as a “tech guy” I sometimes feel like I’m in the dark because the tech world 
and social media apps are changing so quickly. 
This month I want to provide our parents and teenagers an opportunity to 
be a part of an important seminar about these very issues.  On November 
28th at 6:00 we have a guest coming and sharing with our church about 
some of the influences that are affecting our youth and children.  Catie 
Maffett, a Victims Advocate from the Greenwood County Sheriff’s Office, 
will be sharing about the different aspects of phone and online safe-
ty.  Along with answering questions from you she will be sharing 
about  phone apps, how to deal with online predators, monitoring your 
child’s phone/ online usage, dangers of online gaming, and general practic-
es and rules that you as parents can put in place to keep your child safe. 
I believe this could be one of the most important and informative nights that 
you as a parent could attend.  Electronics have an extremely strong influ-
ence on our children.  Therefore, I strongly encourage you to come and be 
educated on the best ways to keep your child safe.  I promise you that you 
will leave this seminar with a vast amount of knowledge to use in the con-
stant battle with the world of electronic media.  After all… knowing is half 
the battle. 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

Because of Grace,   Iris 

 I believe, as Christians, we should live with thankful 

hearts and an attitude of gratitude 365 days a year, but I 

do love when we really focus on all we have and have 

been blessed with.  Thanksgiving often gets swallowed 

up by secular “holiday” celebrations, but it doesn’t have to be that 

way.  I believe if we purpose in our hearts to live thankfully, we can 

not only lift our spirits but those of everyone we come in contact with.  

Let’s practice “thanks-living” each day and see what a difference it 

makes!  On the top of my thanks-living list is praising God for the 

wonderful pathology report I received a few weeks ago.  To say I am 

thankful for your prayers seems so inadequate…  I am grateful be-

yond measure to you for your prayers, hugs, messages, etc.  When I 

went for my biopsy I was very anxious, and as I just said, “Lord, it is 

all in Your hands,” I felt your prayers like I never had before.  The 

choir special on October 28 says it all:  Whispered prayers, ride the 

wings of, holy angels from here to there.  God is listening when we 

speak them; there is power in whispered prayers… 

 

Tony and I experienced one of the hardest things we have ever faced 

on October 8 when we watched Will, Suzanne, Aiden, Silas and Lon-

don drive away.  It was and still is difficult knowing we cannot be at 

their house in less than an hour, but we are beyond thrilled at the 

thought of what God is going to do through them.  We know without 

a doubt that God has placed a true calling on them, and while we have 

experienced some loss and heartache, the Kingdom of God will bene-

fit from their obedience.  Please pray for God’s favor to go before 

them as they revitalize and re-launch the church under the name Gate-

way City Church in Thornton, CO.  Pray for God’s financial provision 

for them as they have stepped out in faith, and please pray for God’s 

Spirit to prevail over their ministry. 

 

If you sang in our Christmas musical last year, “Come, Let Us 

Adore”, you are invited to join the choir as we sing several of the 

songs from the musical during our December worship services.  We 

will begin practicing those songs on November 11 at our regular choir 

practice.  We hope many of you will help us out as we strive to praise 

and honor our Lord in the upcoming Christmas season. 

 

 

Upcoming Worship and Music Ministry Opportunities 

 

October 28—Sunday, 4:00-5:00 PM-Brookdale Assisted Living 

Sunday Sing-a-Long (Choir members and any who want to join us) 

We will also be “Casting the Gospel Net” during our visit. 

 

I will praise You, O LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all Your 

wonders. 

I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O 

Most High.  Psalm 9:1-2 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and the 
daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church at 
csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free advertis-
ing to our church and community by sharing our posts on your page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

ALREADY COMPROMISED  In November we will be continuing a 

series on understanding the impact of culture and educational institutions 

on the Millennial Generation and Generation Z.  Parents, grandparents 

and those concerned for future generations need to join us in this study.  

This study will take place on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 AM and 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM.      

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, December 30th in the Sanctuary where 

we can enjoy our Christmas decorations one more time.  We are thankful 

that although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain One 

Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   

 

 BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

November 4th during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate 

for baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
 

 

 

CRAFT SHOW & SALE Our 9th Annual Craft Show will be 

held on Saturday, November 17th, 8:00 a.m. til 2:00 p.m. in 

the Multipurpose Building. This year over 25 vendors will 

be participating with homemade items, and baked goods.  

This craft show is sponsored by the Ebbie McCarthy Sun-

day School Class with proceeds benefiting their Special Projects Fund. 

Mark your calendar and don’t miss it! Light breakfast and lunch will be 

available. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

CHURCHWIDE CHRISTMAS DINNER 

DECEMBER 2nd -- 6:00 PM 

Bring your family to enjoy the Christmas Fellowship and have your picture made.  

The Women’s Ministry will have a Photo area set up with Joy Tollison and Lexi 

Kelly taking family photos.   There will be no charge and you will receive a 5X7 

photo to pick up the following Sunday. 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

