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          The News…………...………….…..………....…........... May 2019 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 

MAY 

6th   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

13th  -  Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

20th  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

27th  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 
 

During the month of April Lifeline Ministries served 

15  families representing  40  individuals.   

MAY NEEDED ITEM:    Ketchup, Mayonnaise, Canned or Dried Beans 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular 

monthly  luncheon on Tuesday, May 7th  

at 11:00am.   

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

 MAY 

5  -   Gloria Murphy 

12  -  Wade Harter 

19 -   Dean Cox 

26 -   Alisa Smith 

6 - Bryan Roller,  

      Shannon Williams 

7 - Blair Benjamin,  

      Coltley Anne Gibert,  

      Jack Roberts,  

      Blake Roller,  

      Corey Williams 

8 - Amanda Johnson 

9 - Kate Timms 

10 - Victoria Hunt 

11 - Phil Hodgens 

12 - Becky Eddy,  

       Susan Morris,  

       Ken Polatty,    

       Jeff Sargent 

14 - Will Clegg 

       Leonard Smith 

       Preston Sprouse 

15 - Judy Ouzts  

16 - Ricky Able,  

       Monia Gragg,  

       Blaize McGinnis 

18 - Jenny Barbee,  

        Elizabeth Hunt 

        Chuck Sprouse 
20 - Sue Jacobsen 

       Matthew Walton 

       Larry Wightman 

24 - Vicki Reese 

25 - Ethel Banks 

27 - David Crittendon 

28 - Mary Price Burch 

29 - Tina Price 

31 - Joi Kyzer,  

        Lee Terry,  

        Jennifer Williams 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA  If you have not 

taken advantage of the Rightnow Media 

resources through email and wish to join, 

you may either scan the QR code or text 

RIGHTNOW 96FBCSC to 41411 

 
We will not have an evening service at First Baptist to 
allow us as families to spend the entire day honoring 
and remembering our mothers.  



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

11:00 am  National Day of Prayer  

6:30 pm  National Day of Prayer 

2 

 

 

 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

3 4 

5 

1 - 5 pm MPB reserved  

6 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00  pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

7 

11:00am  Sonshiner’s luncheon 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

8 

96 High School Testing / MPB 

9 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

10 

96 High School Testing / MPB 

11 

 

                   Stamp Out Hunger  

                        Food Drive 

12 

 

 

 

No Evening Activities 

13 

96 High School Testing / MPB 

6:00 pm  Sheriff’s Dept. Com-

munity Meeting in Sanctuary 

14 

96 High School Testing / MPB 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

15 16 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

17 18 

 

 

 

MPB reserved 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00  pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

21 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

22 23 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

24 25 

26 

10:45 am  Graduate  

                 Recognition 

7:00pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

27 

 

 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00  pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

28 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

29 

6:00 pm  Wayfinders Year End 

30 

 

31  

WOMEN OF JOY CONFERENCE / MYRTLE BEACH 



 This month I want to share a portion of a new book 

written by my friend Wayne Bray.  Read and reflect on 

these challenging words.  “No matter what you’ve 

been given from God…You don’t deserve it!   
WHAT? ‘What don’t I deserve?’ Truthfully, we don’t deserve any of it! 

We are all unworthy of everything we have. EVERYTHING! Listen to 

the words of Paul in Romans 12:3: “For by the grace given me I say to 

everyone among you not think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of 

faith that God has assigned.” If we all got what we deserved, we would 

be eternally separated from God in a place called Hell. This is what 

makes the gospel so beautiful. Jesus died for unworthy sinners, not right-

eous saints (Romans 5:8). Yet we get lost in the day to day and start be-

lieving the hype, assuming the best and forgetting the worst about our-

selves.  Don’t get me wrong. Christians should have great confidence, 

but not in themselves. We have confidence in Christ, having nothing to 

brag about apart from the grace of God and the cross of Jesus Christ. 

Paul says it like this in Galatians 6:14, “But far be it from me to boast 

except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world.” You are at risk of envy and discon-

tentment when you have an unrealistic view of your life, circumstances, 

and salvation. We tend to see the “many things” we don’t have when we 

take our eyes off of the one thing that actually matters in life, the work of 

Jesus on the cross. Americans need a good dose of contentment, a shot 

of sincere satisfaction. It’s so easy for us to obsess on the “Not Yet” and 

miss the “Already.” Of all people on the planet, Americans are blessed 

beyond measure. While we’re wired to think about our goals and what 

we’re reaching for tomorrow, consider for a moment what you already 

have in your possession today. Did you know that there are 783 million 

people in the world who do not have access to safe drinking water? 

That’s more than twice the number of people who live in the United 

States! And globally speaking, one out of every five deaths of children 

under five years old is due to a water-related disease.  This is just one 

simple example of many that remind us of this obvious reality. We are 

blessed beyond comparison, and yet we Americans spend most of our 

time complaining about how uncomfortable we are in our luxury.  The 

Christian church has always held the key to the door of contentment, but 

we have somehow misplaced the key ourselves. What is this key? GOD 

ALONE IS ENOUGH TO SATISFY MY SOUL. Ultimately, envy is a 

lack of trust and contentment in God’s provision for us. We can’t be 

satisfied in Him and envious of others at the same time. We must learn 

to truly trust God in everything. He is good, no matter the circumstance, 

not matter the struggle. God hasn’t abandoned us, and He has not made 

one mistake along the way. Consider Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the 

LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. In 

all your ways submit to him, and he will make straight your paths.” The 

NLT says, “Seek His will in all you do.” The NKJV puts it like this: “In 

all your ways acknowledge Him.” Internalize this truth; God is good to 

NINTH ANNUAL 96 FBC FISHING TOURNAMENT 

HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO AUGUST 17th      
 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL   Mark your cal-

endars for VBS on June 23rd - June 27th.   Please 

prayerfully consider giving of your time for this 

yearly children’s outreach.  More information will 

become available in the weeks ahead.  

 

 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY     On Sun-

day, May 26th we will be recognizing our graduates 

during the morning worship service.  If you or anyone 

in your household is graduating from high school, col-

lege or any institute of higher learning this year, please 

pick up a  Graduate Recognition Form in the Welcome 

Center and return it to Michael by May 19th. 

 

EXERCISE MINISTRY   Our Exercise Ministry invites you to join 

us as we walk to be more healthy.  We begin with a short devotion 

and prayer followed by a time of exercise and fellowship.  We meet 

in the MPB on Mon, Tues and Thurs at 5:45 pm for about an hour. If 

you don’t feel comfortable walking / exercising to dvd, you are wel-

come to walk laps inside the MPB.  For additional info, see Linda 

Womack or Stacy Sargent.  

Growing Forward Together  The new 29 passenger 

bus has now been on a couple of trips.  Plan a trip with 

your Sunday School Class or ministry group and put 

this new resource that our church has acquired to good 

use.  With our Growing Forward Together Offering, 

we will once again be focusing on repaving our parking lots.  At 

the time of Newsletter printing we have received $143,144.77 

through our GFT Capital Stewardship Campaign.  After paving 

the parking lot and purchasing the bus, we will have a balance 

of $10,524.77 remaining the GFT account.  The purpose of our 

GFT campaign is to repave church parking lots, purchase a new 

church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout the church.  

Thank you for your sacrificial giving.      

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of 

our church and community who are no longer able to attend worship 

services.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minis-

ter to their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM 

Ministry, contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frances Davis 

1008 Calhoun Rd E 

Greenwood, South Carolina  29646 

 

Encourage Frances by dropping her a card in the mail this 

month!   “Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for 

you.”  1 Peter 5:7 

you. Bless His Name!  He is worthy of our trust. He is worthy of our 

contentment. God forbid we become discontented by the distractions 

of this world. To “acknowledge Him in all your ways” means to 

actually believe that He has been so good to us.  How do we forget 

His goodness?  How do we become ungrateful? It’s easy to look 

through a clouded lens of selfish foolishness and miss this truth of 

God’s goodness and grace. We are blessed by a loving God, and He 

is a Good Father who is perfect in every way. He owes us nothing, 

yet He is always faithful to provide for our every need. We need not 

wait for another gift to declare His goodness to us. No further proof 

is needed. The evidence is all around us. God is good, not because 

of the things He does but for the God that He is. He defines good-

ness. Envy is our enemy, but God is enough to satisfy our souls.”  Is 

God enough to satisfy your soul?  See you Sunday! 

 

                                                                   On Eagles’ Wings,   

       Chuck         

SHERIFF’S OFFICE COMMUNITY UPDATE  Greenwood 

County Sheriff’s Office is sponsoring a “Community Update” on 

Monday, May 13th at 6:00 PM at 96 First Baptist Church in the 

sanctuary.  Topics discussed will include scams, crime trends in 

our specific community, home preparedness, illegal narcotics and 

many others.    All are invited to attend one of the designated 

meetings in your area. 

 



       In His Service, 

         Michael  

Pomp and Circumstance 

Well, it’s that time of year again ya’ll.  After years of 

hard work, dedication, and sacrifice, many of our stu-

dents are preparing to walk the stage and receive a di-

ploma or degree.  For me it’s always bittersweet.  Each time I attend a 

high school graduation I can’t help but reminisce about when my 

graduating students were walking into the youth room for the first 

time as 6th graders.  Without fail it always surprises me at how quick-

ly it seems they go from kids to graduates.  I know as parents you 

must  feel the same way times 100!  But no matter the year, gradua-

tion is always a time of celebration and sadness as I proudly watch 

my students receive diplomas but know that they are possibly moving 

way. 

But the truth of the matter is that growing up and graduating is exact-

ly what our kids are supposed to do.  How sad would it be if our kids 

never moved on to experience all that God has in store for them as 

adults.  As much as we would love to keep them as little kids some-

times they were designed by God to discover their spiritual gifts and 

grow to glorify Him using those gifts and talents as Men and Women 

of God.  Congratulations to all of our graduating students.  I can’t 

wait to see where God takes you and 

how He will use you for His good and 

His glory.  I am excited to celebrate our 

graduates this year on Graduate Sun-

day, May 26.  If you have a graduate 

please fill out a graduate recognition 

form located in the Welcome Center.   

 
 
 
 
 

As I thought about the month of May, I remembered 

one of my favorite outside games from my childhood; 

Mother May I?  Do you remember it?  The person who 

got to be the Queen or King usually sat on the top step on a porch, and 

the kids stood about 50 feet away.  The Queen or King would give in-

structions for the child they called the name of—such as “Johnny, take 

20 baby steps, or Suzie take 10 frog leaps.”  If the child began following 

the instructions without saying, “Mother, may I” first would have to go 

back to the starting position.  The child who ultimately makes it to the 

Queen or King first would win.  You know, God gives us instructions in 

His Word, and if we are wise, we try our best to obey and keep His 

commands.  But too often, we move without even asking God or search-

ing His Word for wisdom.  This approach will always lead us to hurt, 

disappoint and failure.  So many times we act as though it is our way, or 

no way…  God even says in His Word that there is a way that seems 

right to a man.  Satan convinces us that we can make our own decisions 

and plans without any help, and this can get us into some difficult situa-

tions.  Talking to God first, lining our plans up with His Word and in-

volving fellow believers is the “God-way” to joy and contentment in 

service. 

 

I am so thankful for our choir, drama cast and technical team for all the 

hard work they put into our Easter Musical, Amazing Love!  How Can 

It Be?  It was a powerful message of faith and encouragement.   We also 

enjoyed presenting it to the residents of Wesley Commons Independent 

Living on April 28.   The choir will be going to another extended care 

facility later this summer as part of our efforts to take the gospel mes-

sage through music to our community to those who are not physically 

able to attend church.  To express our sincere thanks and gratitude, our 

Praise Teams, Musicians and Spouses are planning to enjoy a well-

deserved night out at The Blue Ocean Restaurant on May 18.  

 

We invite all older girls and ladies to join our Mother’s Day Choir on 

May 12.  Come to the choir room immediately following Sunday 

School to practice our song selection.  We will also have an all ladies 

praise team to lead in worship. 

 

Looking ahead, we will have our 12th Annual FBC’s Got Talent fol-

lowed by a home-made ice cream fellowship to follow.  Remember, we 

are looking for all kinds of “God-honoring” talents such as, wood work, 

sewing, crafts, quilting, painting, sketching, poems, and of course any 

musical talent using Christian songs.  More information will follow but 

began planning now! 

 

Enjoy the days the Lord blesses you with, but let’s all remember to seek 

Him, listen to Him and follow Him… 

Because of Grace,  

    Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and 
the daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church 
at csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free adver-
tising to our church and community by sharing our posts on your 
page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, June 30th in the sanctuary. We are 

thankful that although we worship three times each Sunday that we re-

main One Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   

 

BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

June 2nd during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate for 

baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
MOTHER’S DAY CHOIR  We will have an all ladies and girls choir 

on May 12th for Mother's Day.  Youth girls and ladies are encouraged 

to come to the choir room immediately following Sunday School and 

sing with us.  Let's have a full choir!  
 
 
PARENT CHILD DEDICATION SERVICE  If you are inter-

ested in participating in a Parent/Child Dedication Service on 

Mother’s Day May 12th please contact Preacher Chuck. 

Thank You Notes 
 

Our family would like to thank the church family of 

First Baptist for all your acts of kindness in recent 

days.  Thank you for the cards, food, visits and espe-

cially your prayers.  As God is the great comforter He uses good people 

like you to accomplish His work.         Praise Him!  The McCray Family 

 

Thank you for all your prayers, calls, visits and support during my ill-

ness.  All of your love and encouragement has meant so much to us.  

We are truly blessed to be part of a loving church family.   

In Christian love,    Dianne and Tommy Eddy 

LIBRARY NEWS  Check these out ! 

“Traveling Light” by Max Lucado 

“God’s Story of His Great Love” by local author & doctor 

Kevin Rust 

For children: 

“Bible Stories that end with a hug!”  by Stephen Elkins 

“Win or Lose I Love You!” by Lysa Terkeurst 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

