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          The News…………...…….…..………....…........... March 2019 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 

MARCH 

4th   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

11th  -   Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

18th  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

25th  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 
 

During the month of February Lifeline Ministries served 

27 families representing  64  individuals.   

MARCH NEEDED ITEM:    CANNED SOUPS 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular monthly  

luncheon on Tuesday, March 5th  at 11:00am.  

This will be a soup and sandwich fellowship. 

Everyone  welcome. We are planning some up-

coming  trips so come check it out. 

 

1-  Don Call 

  Jennifer Myers 

  Neal Womack,  

2-   Kathy Kilpatrick 

3-     Barbara Sprouse 

4-   Betty Evans 

5-   Rusty Adams,  

  Kamryn Williams 

6-  Jaynette Chastain 

7-  Ray Anderson 

         Deidra Collins 

8-  Gail Reid 

10- Austin Sargent,  

        Lili Kate Womack 

11 -  Karmen Roller 

12 -  Del Reynolds,  

  Betsy Robinson 

  Tommy Simmons 

        Jessie Walker 

13 -  Shane Gardner 

         Sandra Lockaby 

14 -  Eileen Huffman 

        Corrine Stiles 

15 -  Barbara Hall,  

  Sandy Herlong 

  Jennifer Sargent 

16 -  Bianca Hatcher,  

  Lydia Hatcher 

  Nelson Polatty 

17 -  Nancy Sprouse 

19 -  Frank Taylor,  

20-   Emma Kate Womack 

22 -  Allen Eddy 

24 -  Tom McKellar,  

  Mac Reid 

26 -  Karen Burton 

  Donna Matthews 

27 -  Wendell Hall 

28 -  Brick Drummond 

30 -  Everett Parker 

THE EASTER CODE   During the 2019 Easter Season, 

you and your family are invited to take a 42-Day journey 

to the cross and empty tomb using the Easter Code.  You 

can read this in addition to our Study of the Gospel record-

ed by Mark or you can use this to begin a daily devotional 

time with God.  You can also pass along a copy as a way to 

encourage and evangelize someone that is unreconciled to 

God or who has drifted away.  Free copies can be picked 

up in the Foyer and Welcome Center.       

Kevin, Ashlie, Anna & 

David Crittendon 

 

By Letter 



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Snow Tubing  

At Moonshine 

Mountain  

3 

6:00 pm  Financial Peace 

4 

5:00 pm  GNC Prayer Time 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

5 

11:00 am Sonshiner’s luncheon 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

6     Begin “Easter Code” 7 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

8 

Youth to Silver Ring Thing 

9 

9:00 am  Women’s Handgun 

                 Training 

10 

 

 

 

6:00 pm  Financial Peace 

11 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

12 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

13 14 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

15 

Youth to Winterjam 

16 

17    6:00 pm  Financial Peace 18 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

19 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

20 21 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

22 

6:30 pm  New Member Dinner 

23 

24 

6:00 pm  Financial Peace 

25 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

26 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

27 28 

6:00 pm  GNC Ice Cream Party 

29 30 

31     10:45 am  ONE CHURCH  

                              WORSHIP 

6:00 pm   Financial Peace 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

      

Mission Trip - Lashmeet, WV 



    This is the time of year that parents are registering 

their children to play baseball or softball.  When I was a 

boy, baseball was by far my favorite sport.  I know that 

it is not polite to “toot my own horn,” but I was good at 

baseball.  Year after year I made the All-star team.  The truth is I wasn’t 

the biggest, strongest, fastest, hardest throwing or best hitting player on 

any team that I ever played own.  My coaches never bragged on my 

physical abilities; on the other hand, my coaches would tell you that no 

player played with more heart than me.  I wasn’t a gifted athlete that 

impressed people with strength and skill.  I was a “scrappy” player that 

impressed people with hustle and heart.  My coaches believed that if I 

kept playing with a “scrappy” heart, my skills would take care of them-

selves. 

    I want you to think about our church for a moment.  Ninety Six First 

Baptist is not the largest, fastest growing, wealthiest, most organized, 

most outreaching,  most generous or the most gifted church in our area.  

When people talk about our church, we are not normally the top church 

in any category that people use to judge church health.  We are not per-

fect!  There are many areas that we need to work on our fundamentals.  

We are not head and shoulders above others in any one area.  Yet, many 

people see our church as an All-star church—a “Scrappy Church” with a 

heart for God.  What we lack in talent, skill, resources and organization, 

we make up for with heart.  If our heart remains pure, the organization, 

passion, discipline and resources required to follow God will improve 

with time. 

    As a baseball player I strived for perfection and no one was harder on 

me when I made an error than I was on myself!  When I made an error, I 

accepted full responsibility and I did not blame others for my shortcom-

ings.  The same must be true for our church.  In the areas where we are 

weak, we cannot blame others or make excuses.  We need to identify our 

weak areas and work to improve them.  Right now, we are working to 

improve the leadership structure of our church.  This will require addi-

tion and change, but that is what a Scrappy Church is willing to do to 

improve.  Right now, we are extremely weak in evangelism.  Reaching 

our circle of influence and beyond with the Gospel will require: (1) A 

burden for the lost (2) A willingness to sacrifice (3) A preparedness and 

boldness to share and (4) Faith that God desires to reconcile all people to 

Himself.  Through prayer and training, we are going to grow in this area.  

We will improve because that is what a Scrappy Church does.   

    I have been very proud and thankful to see so many people working to 

correct the error of making the past their hero as we journeyed through 

Haggai.  Our spiritual fundamentals are improving.  Many folks are no 

longer missing God in the present because they are stuck in the past.  

That has not been an easy transition, but that is what Scrappy Churches 

do!  See you Sunday! 

                                                                    On Eagles’ Wings,   Chuck         

CHURCH APPAREL  We have new items and additional sizes now 

available for purchase.  We have  T-shirts - short sleeve ($10) and long 

sleeve ($15), Polos for men & women ($22),  caps ($10-$12), Pullover 

windshirts ($25) & Umbrellas ($20).  XXL & above are extra.  You may 

contact the church office.  

 

  

EXERCISE MINISTRY   Our Exercise Ministry invites you to join us 

as we walk to be more healthy.  We begin with a short devotion and 

prayer followed by a time of exercise and fellowship.  We meet in the 

MPB on Mon, Tues and Thurs at 5:45 pm for about an 

hour. f you don’t feel comfortable walking / exercising 

to dvd, you are welcome to walk laps inside the MPB.  

For additional info, see Linda Womack or Stacy Sargent.  

Growing Forward Together  We are getting clos-

er to our next purchase using our GFT offering.  

We will be purchasing a new church bus in the 

upcoming weeks.  The Transportation Ministry is 

preparing a presentation to inform the church of 

our progress soon.  At the time of Newsletter print-

ing we have receive $134,799.77 through our GFT Capital 

Stewardship Campaign.  After paving the parking lot, we have a 

balance of $74,659.77 remaining in the GFT account.  The pur-

pose of our GFT campaign is to repave church parking lots, pur-

chase a new church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout 

the church.  Thank you for your sacrificial giving.      

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of 

our church and community who are no longer able to attend worship 

services.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minis-

ter to their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM 

Ministry, contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March GEM of the month 

Betty McCray 

206 Augusta Circle 

Greenwood, SC 29646 

Please encourage Betty by dropping a card in the mail to her 

this month.  Betty is a faithful servant, loyal and trustwor-

thy! She has been a member of 96 FBC for 43 years.  

WOMEN’S HANDGUN TRAINING  The 96 FBC Women's and 

Men's ministry will be holding a training session for the women of 

the church to learn how to load and shoot a handgun.   The training 

will be held on March 9th at 9 am at The Territory’s on Highway 

34 going toward Chappells.  Ladies must be 21 years old and be 

part of our church to participate.   You are welcome to bring your 

own handgun if you have one, if you do not own a handgun we 

will make one available to use.    Husbands are welcome but to 

keep peace in the family we will let someone else work with your 

wife :).  This training will help ladies prepare for a CWP Class in 

the future.   There is a CWP class being offered in 96 on April 6 

see Vicki or Ray Sanders, Derrell Lockaby or Larry Wightman for 

more details.    

NEW MEMBERS DINNER  In 2017, we started hosting an 

annual dinner to introduce new members to 

our Ministry Leaders and the Ministries 

that they serve.  We also hope to learn from 

our new members how that we can better 

welcome and initiate guests and new mem-

bers into the life and ministries of Ninety 

Six First Baptist Church.  If you are a new member and you have 

not yet received an invitation, please call or email the church 

office. 

Spring Forward:  Don’t forget to run 

your clock forward on Saturday night 

March 9th. 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

MARCH 

3  -   Sandra/Derrell Lockaby 

10  -  Linda / Nelson Polatty 

17 -   Dianne / Tommy Eddy 

24 -   Beth Butler 

31-  Donna / Houston Matthews 



We Need A Bubble… 
It’s been a rough couple of years for our family.  Last year 
Joy’s brother broke his arm while riding on an ATV.   He had 
to have multiple surgeries and is still dealing with some nerve 

damage to this day.  This past Summer my brother broke his hand after fall-
ing off of a chair while trying to fix something in his house.  He had multiple 
surgeries as well. I picked on my brother at first but then I tried to ride a 
Hoverboard.  Ya’ll know how that turned out.  Then, just last week, my sister-
in-law fell down the stairs at home and broke her foot.  So far, Joy has man-
aged to stay safe.  Sometimes I wonder if our family needs to invest in some 
giant bubbles to keep us protected!!!!   The truth is, however, there is nothing 
any of us can do to keep us sheltered from the physical dangers of this 
world.  The greatest thing we can do to protect ourselves is to get educated, 
use wisdom, and stay alert. 
The same thing is true of our spiritual lives.  The Bible makes it clear that 
dangers are all around us.  However, God doesn’t want us to just shelter 
down and avoid the world.  He calls us to go and impact our world for 
Christ!  In order for us to face those dangers we must also get educated, use 
wisdom, and stay alert!  I want to invite our students to an event that will help 
them to do just that.  On March 8th, we will be attending an event called the 
Silver Ring Thing.  Simply put, Silver Ring Thing is a youth event that teach-
es Biblical purity and inspires, educates, and supports young people to em-
brace a lifestyle of Christ-centered sexual purity before and within mar-
riage.  We can’t put our kids in a bubble and hope to protect them from dan-
gers.  However, we can teach them God’s plan and give them the tools they 
need to make wise decisions.  I hope you will encourage your teen to attend 
this event.  There is more information about Silver Ring Thing in our Wel-
come Center! 
 

March 
2nd:  Family Snow Tubing 
8th:  Silver Ring Thing 
15th:  Winterjam (Columbia) 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

Would you ask yourselves this question?  How does my 

worship, both private and corporate, make God feel? 

Do you think He is pleased?  Is He honored?  Would 

He feel as though we have made a sacrifice of praise to Him? 

Would He be moved to pour out His blessings based on our worship?  

We often hear, “God knows my heart.”  True, but His word also says 

that our hearts are deceitful above all.  What would happen if we all 

sought to honor the Lord in our private and corporate worship with 

heart-felt praise and adoration by lifting our voices with sincere thanks-

giving and praise?  Our faces and voices will show what is in our hearts 

when we focus on God during worship and stay focused on Him.  Wor-

ship is not a spectator sport; it is a vital and God-ordained privilege and 

responsibility of all who profess Jesus as Lord.  Worship of the creator, 

who provided redemption of sins through His Son, Jesus, is not boring 

nor optional for the Christian man, woman, boy or girl.  I hope you will 

join me in spending some time in prayer and seeking God as to how we 

can best please God in our times of worship. 

      We are looking forward to highlighting Sanctity of Life Sunday on 

March 31.  We have invited Terri Stone and Lisa Dorn to come and 

give testimony of how God showed mercy and grace upon their lives 

through a tragic brain injury and a very difficult adoption process.  God 

values all life, because life begins with Him.  Pray for Terri and Lisa as 

they prepare to share their stories with us. 

      Our Easter Musical, “Amazing Love, How Can It Be” is coming 

along very nicely.  Our segmental journey will begin on April 7, and 

continue April 14 and April 21, which is Easter Sunday.  We will all 

journey through the lives of modern day and biblical characters as we 

worship our Lord through uplifting and powerful music.  If you attend 

the 8:15 service, we invite you to join us at 10:45.  You may excuse 

yourself after the choir sings during the time the children are dismissed 

for Junior Church.  Of course, Sunday, April 21 we will worship as One 

Church in the MPB at 10:45.   Please invite family, friends and/or 

neighbors to join you on these three special services.  Please pray for 

the choir, cast and technical support team as the plan and prepare.  To 

God be the glory! 

      Our Worship and Music Ministry is so thankful to have a new digi-

tal sound board to enhance our worship experiences.  Our old board had 

served the church very well for many years, but it was giving us some 

difficulty and hindrances due to its age.  Please be patient as we contin-

ue to train everyone on the new board.  It is very high-tech, but we have 

great volunteers with a desire to learn and serve! 

      It is with joy that I serve God and His Church, and I am praying that 

we will seek Him with all our hearts in the days ahead. 

 

Because of Grace,     Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and 
the daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church 
at csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free adver-
tising to our church and community by sharing our posts on your 
page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, March 31st in the MPB.  We are thank-

ful that although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain 

One Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.  We have set aside this One 

Church Service for our Sanctity of Life Sunday for 2019. 

 

BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

April 7th during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate for 

baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
MISSION TRIP  The Lakelands Baptist Association will be going to 

Lashmeet, WV June 9-14.  For more information contact the LBA office. 

LIBRARY NEWS   Check out our new au-

dio items in the library by Charles Stanley 

and Beth Moore.  We have several new East-

er books for children. 

  

 

Thank You Notes 

 
“God is able to provide you with every blessing”,  

John and I want to thank the church for your prayers, cards, food and 

especially the handicap ramp you provided for me since my surgery.  

 Thank you so much, love Helen & John Williams 

 

 

Thank you for your prayers, visits, cards, food and words of encourage-

ment prior to and following the passing of Mrs. Callie Murphy.  Your 

acts of love are appreciated.    

     Gloria & Bruce Murphy 

 

 

To Our Church Family,  Rick and I want to thank you for all of the text, 

messages, & prayers, your love and support has been appreciated.  We 

cherish you and your continued prayers!!   

     Love Rick & Alisa Smith 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

