
 
F

IR
S

T
 B

A
P

T
IS

T
 C

H
U

R
C

H
  

  
P

.O
. 
B

O
X

 8
5

 
N

IN
E

T
Y

 S
IX

, 
S

C
 2

9
6

6
6

 

U
.S

. 
P

O
S

T
A

G
E

 P
A

ID
 

N
o
n

-P
ro

fi
t 
O

rg
a

n
iz

a
ti
o

n
 

P
e

rm
it
 N

o
. 

3
4
 

G
re

e
n

w
o

o
d
, 

S
C

 2
9
6
4

9
 

R
e
tu

rn
 S

e
rv

ic
e
 R

e
q

u
e
s
te

d
 

 

          The News…………...…….…..………....…........... January 2019 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

JANUARY 

7th   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

14th  -   Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

21st  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

28th  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 
 

During the month of December Lifeline Ministries served 

12 families representing  23  individuals.      During the year of 

2018, Lifeline Ministries served 265 families for 679 individuals 

JANUARY NEEDED ITEM:    CANNED SOUPS 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular 

monthly covered dish luncheon on Tuesday, 

January 8th  at 11:00am.    

 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

JANUARY 

6  -   Eileen Huffman 

13  -  Clara Able 

20 -   Amanda / Jerry Parnell 

27 - Vicki / Ray Sanders 

2 - Pat Hunt  

 Steve Hunt 

 Alisa Smith  

 Matthew Clark 

4 - Blake Prince 

5 - Cas Sprouse 

6 - Robin McKellar 

8 - Shelvie Parris 

 Lisa Gardner 

 Ashley Hester 

9 - Wade Harter

 Matthew Womack 

12 - Gloria Middlebrooks 

16 - Anthony Eye 

17 - Pam McClinton

 Jimmy Clary 

18 - Larry Taylor 

 Len Horne 

 Matt Scarboro 

 Jonathan Reynolds 

19 - Amanda Dodgen 

 Laura Chandler 

 Cindy Sprouse 

 Kelsey Hill 

20 - Emma Clary 

22 - Bobby Sprouse 

 Gloria Murphy 

24 - Donna Parker 

26 - Dean Cox 

 Robbie Prince 

27 - Tom Walton 

 Charles Price 

29 - Amy Lawson 

30 - Julie McCary

 Dylan McCary 

31 - Anna Morris 

       Kenslee Williams 



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 

5:00 pm  GNC Prayer Time 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Bible Group 

8 

11:00 am  Sonshiner’s covered 

dish luncheon 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

9 

6:30 pm   Wayfinders,  Attic 

Student Ministry &  Adult Bible 

Studies resume 

10 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

11 12 

13 

6:00 pm  Girl Talk begins 

14 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Bible Group 

15 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

16 17 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs  

                    Resume 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

18 19 

20 

6:00 pm  Girl Talk 

7:00 pm  Church Council meets 

21 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Bible Group 

22 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

23 24 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

25 26 

27  3:00 pm  Baby Shower for  

             Brianna Hammond 

6:00 pm  Girl Talk 

                Financial Peace   

                Quarterly Bus Mtg 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

28 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  LBA Men’s Rally at 

West Side Baptist/Greenwood 

29 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

30 31 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

  

C
hurch O

ffice C
losed 



           Almost nineteen year ago Cindy and I moved for 

the first time as a family.  We left our cute little two-

bedroom starter home and moved into a church parson-

age as God called us to serve our first church.  While we 

were moving in, I noticed a separation of the bricks in the carport of our 

new residence.  After talking with the Building and Grounds chairman I 

learned that the carport was not the only problem. The back wall of the 

parsonage had been torn down and rebricked because the brick veneer 

had separated from the house.  As we walked around the back to look, we 

saw that the same problem was occurring again.  I asked if I could invite 

an old friend over to take a look.  To make a long story short, it was de-

termined that the problem was not with the brick veneer but with the 

foundation of the house. 

    Realizing that this problem was more that our church men could handle 

we called a company called Ram Jack® to see what help that they could 

offer.  Ram Jack® had a solution that they believed would work and we 

hired them to do the job.  Ram Jack® arrived weeks later and placed 

foundation jacks under the foundation and raised it back to its prober 

height.  When they had finished, ever crack in the brick was closed and it 

has remained that way for many years.  A flaw in the veneer revealed that 

there was a problem that had been undetected much deeper. 

    A buzz word in churches today is revitalization.  There is no doubt that 

many churches have surface symptoms that are signs of problems that are 

deeply rooted in our “Church Culture.”  Declining attendance, declining 

salvations/baptisms, lack of zeal, weariness, burnout, frustration, division 

and many other symptoms are the result of a weak foundation.  Just like 

replacing the brick veneer of our old parsonage never solved the problem 

because the real problem was much deeper, treating the symptoms of 

church decline will never lead to true revitalization.  Revitalization will 

only occur when the foundation of the Church is rebuilt. 

    In 2017 96 FBC focused on Discipleship by going through the Disci-

plesPath together.  In 2018 we focused on evangelism by having purpose-

ful strategies to share Christ with our family and friends.  In 2019 we will 

focus on making sure the foundation of our church is where God would 

have it to be.  There are some realignments, some additions and some 

subtractions that need to take place to help 96 FBC  set firmly on a 

healthy foundation.  As a church grows through the years, we must pay 

careful attention that a healthy foundation is laid so that what is built re-

mains strong and does not begin to sink or collapse.  The main foundation 

on which we build our lives, homes and ministries is the Word of God.  

96 FBC has always been and remains a church that believes and teaches 

that the Bible is the true, infallible, inerrant and eternal Word of God.  

That has not and will not change.  What we will do in 2019 is work to 

make sure that our membership and ministries are standing firm on the 

Solid Rock of God.  I look forward to leading you and serving you in 

2019.  I am excited and passionate to see the Spirit of the Living God fall 

fresh on me and on the 96 FBC in 2019!    See you Sunday! 

 

                                                                    On Eagles’ Wings,   Chuck         

CHURCH APPAREL  We have new items and additional sizes now 

available for purchase.  We have  T-shirts - short sleeve ($10) and long 

sleeve ($15), Polos for men & women ($22),  caps ($10-$12), Pullover 

windshirts ($25) & Umbrellas ($20).  XXL & above are extra.  You may 

contact the church office.  

 

 

MEN’S MINISTRY   The LBA Men’s Rally will be Monday, January 

28th at 7:00 pm at West Side Baptist Church.   If you would like to ride 

with the 96 FBC men, we will leave our church at 6:15 PM.  

  

 

EXERCISE MINISTRY   The New Year 

is the perfect time to think about getting 

fit.  Our Exercise Ministry invites you to 

join us as we walk to be more healthy.  

We begin with a short devotion and prayer 

followed by a time of exercise and fellow-

ship.  We meet in the MPB on Mon, Tues 

and Thurs between 5:30-6:00 pm for 

about an hour. We will resume on January 

7th.  If you don’t feel comfortable walking / exercising to dvd, you are 

welcome to walk laps inside the climate-controlled facility.  For addi-

tional info, see Linda Womack or Stacy Sargent.  

Growing Forward Together  Thank you for sacri-

ficially giving to the GFT offering.  At the time of 

Newsletter printing we have receive $124,619.77   

through our GFT Capital Stewardship Campaign.  

After paving the parking lot, we have a balance of 

$64,479.77 remaining in the GFT account.  Keep in 

mind the goal of GFT is to repave church parking lots, purchase 

a new church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout the 

church  

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of 

our church and community who are no longer able to attend worship 

services.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minis-

ter to their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM 

Ministry, contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January GEM of the Month 

Grace Callicott 

314 Johnston Rd. 

Ninety Six, SC 29666 
Please pray for Grace and encourage her by dropping a card or 

note in the mail to her this month, she is our oldest GEM @ 103  

Sunday Evenings  

January 13th –  27th 

6:00 pm  

In the MPB 

 

For ages 7th grade thru  

College.     

 

What were our bodies de-

signed for?   Can you be in 

today's style and still be mod-

est?   Some hard topics will be discussed.   What about date rape, 

sexual abuse, abortion, fornication, adultery, sexting, mean girls, 

drugs and alcohol?    Can God still love and forgive me if I’ve done 

any of these things?      Be prepared to be a confident girl and a 

secret keeper.  We will be learning from Dannah Gresh and her 

“Secret Keepers” & Confident Girl series.  Girls who attend all 3 

classes will receive a surprise and entered into a drawing for a 

grand prize.      Moms and grandmothers, if you have girls in this 

age range, please encourage your girls to attend.   Have friends 

who have girls, invite them to come be a part of Girl 

Talk.      Please sign up in the welcome center.   

 

    “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well.”  
Psalms 139:14.  NIV 



 

New Year with New Beginnings 
Happy New Year folks!  By now you have made some im-
portant new goals for the new year and are actively striving to 

meet those goals each and every day.  What new changes has this New 
Year brought to you and your family?  For me, this year begins a new chapter 
in the life of my bigger family (Parents, brother, etc..)  After 31 ½ years my 
parents have decided to downsize and move to a new home just down the 
street from where I grew up.  As simple as that may sound, this move will 
mean a surreal life change for our family.  Mom and Dad’s house has been 
“home” for us for a long time.  I certainly don’t have the room in this article to 
list all the memories and activities that have taken place there over the 
years.  However, as I look back I am thankful for a fun, loving, and happy 
home that God allowed our family to live in.  But now a new chapter has be-
gun. 
 
On January 1st, 2019 a  new chapter will begin in your life as well.  Regard-
less of what life has brought your way in 2018, this new year can be an op-
portunity to start new, fresh, and expectantly as you wait to see what God 
has in store for your life.  Lamentations 3:22-24 reminds us that  “22 The 
steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;  his mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning;  great is your faithfulness.  24 “The LORD is my 
portion,” says my soul,  “therefore I will hope in him.”  Wow!   You and I can 
have hope each day because His mercies are new each day!  That means 
each new day is a gift.  A fresh start.  I can’t wait to see what God has in 
store for you in 2019!  Let’s experience this new chapter together as we 
strive to live out God’s purpose for our lives!!!!! 

 
 
Fun Dates to Know and Love 
January 13:  Girl Talk Begins 
February 15th:  Youth “True Love” Retreat! 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

Sometime in the 1990’s I fell in love with old things, 

antiques; especially those with family ties.  I became 

enamored by the stories associated with old farming 

implements, tools, kitchen gadgets, and toys from the 

era of my childhood.  After I had collected and/or salvaged what I 

could from family, I began searching for those old things that caught 

my eye.  I went to thrift shops, antiques stores and estate auctions.  

Often, I paid way more than the original selling price, but it would be 

like that item was speaking to me saying, “take me, take me…”!  I 

know that sound ridiculous.  My Mama would shake her head and 

say, “I don’t know why in the world you want this old stuff hanging 

on your walls?”  “Mama,” I would say, “It reminds me of my herit-

age; doesn’t it bring back memories to you?”  She would say, “Yes, it 

brings back memories all right, bad ones of working in the cotton 

fields and tending to the garden!”  I guess it is all in the perspective, 

but I still look at the old things I have collected and think back on my 

great-grandparents, grand parents and my parents and think how they 

lived their lives, and how hard they had to work just to survive.   

      As we embark into 2019, my thoughts are not so much on old 

things, but rather what new things will take place.  2018 has been a 

tumultuous year in our country; a year where right now seems wrong 

to so many people and where wrong seems right.  As a Christian, I am 

claiming God’s promises that He will never leave nor forsake us, and 

that He is in control.  I cling to the hope that He is my solid rock, my 

anchor and my firm foundation.  Let’s be a hopeful people in this new 

year we are being blessed with.  Let’s use every opportunity to en-

courage, embrace and empower those in our circles of influence to 

trust Jesus, submit to Jesus and to live for Jesus every day. 

      I want to thank everyone who worked so hard and so passionately 

as we prepared for and hosted The Guy Penrod Concert.  Your self-

less contributions were appreciated by everyone.  What a great bless-

ing you were to our community!  Also, thank you to those who took 

part in our Christmas monologues and drama each Sunday of Advent.  

Each monologue took us back to Bethlehem and helped us connect to 

the Christmas story in a special and unique way.  Thanks to all who 

went Christmas caroling to our GEMS and who participated in the 

singing at the Town Gazebo.  What a great time of worship it was!  

Thank you to Joy and Michael for leading our children and youth to 

present a special night of Christmas worship!  We had a December 

chocked full of wonderful times of fellowship, worship, missions, and 

just good fun, and for all, we are grateful! 

      I am praying for God’s direction as we now think about Easter.  I 

would appreciate your prayers as we seek to honor our Lord and pre-

sent Him to our community for who He is; King of kings and Lord of 

lords! 

 
Blessings for a happy, healthy and Christ-filled 
New Year,               
                                           Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and 
the daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church 
at csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free adver-
tising to our church and community by sharing our posts on your 
page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES  There will be no Wayfinders, Attic Stu-

dent Ministry or Adult Bible Studies AM or PM on January 2nd.   We 

will resume on January 9th. 

 

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, December 30th in the Sanctuary where 

we can enjoy our Christmas decorations one more time.  We are thankful 

that although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain One 

Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   

 

BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

February 3rd during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate for 

baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING  The Church Council will meet Sun-

day night January 20th in the Men’s Bible Class to calendar the next six 

months ministry opportunities. 

 

 

BABY SHOWER  There will be a Baby Shower for                          

Brianna Kelly Hammond on Sunday, January 27th from 3:00 - 4:00 pm 

the Cateechee House.  It’s a girl! 

LIBRARY NEWS   We invite you to check 

out our new books in the library.   We have 

several new books from local authors along 

with new children’s books 

.    

Check out these newest additions: 

“Grace So Amazing” by Dawn Smith Jordan 

“Thus Far” by Dawn Smith Jordan 

“ Melodies By Heart”  by Lee Wyndham 

Beginning January 27th 

6:00 pm 

At the Cateechee House 

Sign Up in the Welcome Center for registration and more information 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

