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          The News…………...…….…..………....…........... February 2019 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 

FEBRUARY 

4th   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

11th  -   Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

18th  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

25th  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 
 

During the month of January Lifeline Ministries served 

20 families representing  46  individuals.   

FEBRUARY NEEDED ITEM:    CANNED MEATS 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular monthly 

covered dish luncheon on Tuesday, February 5th  

at 11:00am.    

 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

FEBRUARY 

3  -   Joy/Jimmy Tollison 

10  -  Tina / Tommy Price 

17 -   Barbara Hall 

24 -  Edith Owens 

1 - Donna Johnson, 

 Donald Cooke 

3 -  Jeff Lawson 

4 - Dixie Barnes 

5 -  Chris Burch, 

 Brendan Kelly 

6 - Edwina Carter 

7 - Katherine Leopard, 

 Linda Davis, 

 Joy Tollison, 

 Madelyn Wood 

8 - Neice Harter 

10 - Parker Murray 

    Cindi Rushton 

11 - Demarco Williams 

12 - Silas How, 

 Janice Lewis, 

 Wendy Walton 

13 - Bill McCary 

16 -  David Womack 

17- Finley Parnell 

19 - Robert Herlong 

 Michael Morris 

21 -  Edith Owens, 

 Cheryl Ellenberg 

22 - Pat Smith 

23 - Marlene Payne, 

 Julie Gardner 

 Julie Goodman 

24 - Wanda K. Curtis 

 Ray Sanders 

25 - Janet Hunt 

26 - Frances Davis 

27 - Joyce Price, 

 Doug McGinnis 

28 - Kathy Price, 

 John Hasting 

Barbara & Preston Sprouse 

By Letter 

For twenty-nine years we have joined with Bethlehem 

Baptist Church for a time of   “Praise, Worship & Fel-

lowship”.   We will be hosting the joint service this year 

on February 17th.   The 96 FBC Music Ministry will 

lead our worship through song and Pastor Robert Heflin 

will preach the evening message.   

 

Please help our church be gracious hosts by preparing 

finger foods for our fellowship that will follow in the 

MPB.   



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

6:00 pm  Financial Peace 

 

4 

5:00 pm  GNC Prayer Time 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Bible Group 

5  

11:00 am  Sonshiners luncheon 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

6 7 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

8 

7:00 pm  Worship & Music 

Ministry Fellowship 

9 

10 

6:00 pm  Financial Peace 

11 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Men’s Ministry Mtg 

12 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

13 14   2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

       5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

15 16 

17 

6:00 pm  Joint Service with 

Bethlehem Baptist Church 

Fellowship to follow 

18 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Bible Group 

19 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

20 21 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

22 23 

2 - 4 pm  Wightman 50th Anni-

versary Celebration / MPB 

24 

6:00 pm  Financial Peace 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

25 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Bible Group 

26 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

27 28 

2:30 pm  Good News Clubs 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

  

 



    Seven years ago, I received news that changed my life.  I 

was experiencing some health problems and decided to 

take advantage of a free health screening offered at the 

Southern Baptist Convention that met in New Orleans, 

Louisiana.  I can still hear the voice of the nurse that gave me the report.  

She looked me in the eye and informed me that without making some drastic 

changes in my diet and lifestyle, I would not live to see my 50th birthday.  

Those words frightened me.  Those words confused me.  Those words in-

spired me. 

    Shortly after getting back to Ninety Six, I sat down with Cindy and we 

had a long talk.  I shared with her that I was not sure that I was going to be 

able to do what I need to.  I knew that changing my diet, schedule and level 

of physical activity was going to require sacrifice and discipline. Cindy, 

showing her true colors as the best helpmate that I could possibly have, told 

me that she believed in me and assured me that she would support every step 

of the way.  Through these past seven years I have had my ups and downs, 

but overall we have stayed the course. 

    I’m no expert, but when I examine the ministries, staff, workers, facilities, 

budget, attitudes and worship of our church, I see small signs of what has led 

to death in other churches.  While our church is still healthy and the potential 

for future growth is still extremely bright, there are signs of disease that must 

be addressed.  If disease that leads to death is allowed to spread, the health 

of our church will be in grave jeopardy.   

    One area of our church life that is not healthy is the structure of our staff.  

If we are going to effectively break and move forward past what many de-

scribe as “The 200 Barrier,” we will need to realign our staff and add addi-

tional staff to our church.  A plan has been developed to meet this need and 

the Personnel Ministry will be presenting this plan soon.  Adding staff is 

always a step of faith.  The Bible teaches that without faith it is impossible to 

please God.  To get back on track as a growing church, staff changes will be 

neccessary. 

    Another area of our church life that is not healthy on all fronts is the prac-

tice of idolizing the past.  When the past becomes our hero, the future will be 

decline and then death.  Every generation of Christians must learn to em-

brace new trends and practices, as long as, those trends and practices remain 

Bible-centered and God-honoring.  Autopsies performed on dead churches 

have proven that selfish attitudes, often disguised as noble efforts to remain 

Holy, undermine the ability to move forward and facilitate decline and 

death.   

    A final area of our church life that is not healthy is a lack of evangelism.  

We are simply not seeing people come to know Christ as their Savior in a 

healthy percentage.  If we compare our baptisms last year with the number 

of regular attenders to our church, it takes twenty-five members to win one 

person to Christ each year.  God-honoring evangelism will require discipline 

and sacrifice.  When we fail to reach the lost with the Gospel in a healthy 

percentage the church will eventually die off.   

    While Ninety Six First Baptist is still very much alive and vibrant, there 

are health concerns that left unaddressed could lead to decline and death.  

Join us on Sundays as we address the problems and discuss the cures to the 

diseases listed above.  See you Sunday! 

                                                                    On Eagles’ Wings,   Chuck         

CHURCH APPAREL  We have new items and additional sizes now 

available for purchase.  We have  T-shirts - short sleeve ($10) and long 

sleeve ($15), Polos for men & women ($22),  caps ($10-$12), Pullover 

windshirts ($25) & Umbrellas ($20).  XXL & above are extra.  You may 

contact the church office.  

 

MEN’S MINISTRY MEETING   Our Men’s Ministry will meet on 

Monday, February 11th at 6:30 pm in the MPB.  Tony Towns will be our 

speaker.   Please sign up in the Welcome Center or contact the Church 

Office.  

  

EXERCISE MINISTRY   Our Exercise Ministry in-

vites you to join us as we walk to be more healthy.  We 

begin with a short devotion and prayer followed by a 

time of exercise and fellowship.  We meet in the MPB 

on Mon, Tues and Thurs at 5:45 pm for about an hour. f 

you don’t feel comfortable walking / exercising to dvd, you are welcome 

to walk laps inside the MPB.  For additional info, see Linda Womack or 

Stacy Sargent.  

Growing Forward Together  We are getting closer to our next 

purchase using our GFT offering.  We will be pur-

chasing a new church bus in the upcoming months.  

At the time of Newsletter printing we have receive 

$127,724.77   through our GFT Capital Stewardship 

Campaign.  After paving the parking lot, we will 

have a balance of $67,584.77   remaining the GFT 

account.  The purpose of our GFT campaign is to repave church 

parking lots, purchase a new church vehicle and to replace floor-

ing throughout the church. Thank you for your sacrificial giving.     

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of 

our church and community who are no longer able to attend worship 

services.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minis-

ter to their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM 

Ministry, contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February GEM of the Month 

Mary Dowis 

103 Dogwood Dr. 

Ninety Six, SC 29666 
Ms. Mary has been a member of 96 FBC for 19 years!  If you 

feel led by the Spirit, please send her a note to let her know we 

love her.  

WOMEN OF JOY CONFERENCE -  MAY 3rd - 5th 

The hotel fees for the "Women of Joy" conference in Myrtle 

Beach, SC are due by Sunday, March 17, 2019. 

 

Prices per person are as follows: 

4 people to a room - $113.00 per person total 

3 people to a room - $150.67 per person total 

2 people to a room - $226.00 per person total 

Rooms are $452.00 total for 2 nights. Please let Karen Roller know 

who you plan to room with as rooms are filling fast.  

 

Please make checks payable to 96 First Baptist Church and turn in 

to the church office.  If you put in the offering plate, please note 

that it is for the Women of Joy room fee.  Room information will 

also be posted on the bulletin board in the hall near the nursery.  If 

you have questions, please contact Karen at 864-554-7082 or 

6rollers@gmail.com. 

FAMILY SNOW TUBING   On March 2nd 

we will be taking our annual snow tubing trip 

to Moonshine Mountain in Hendersonville, 

NC.   There are information packets and a 

sign-up sheet located in the Welcome Center. 

Cost is $30 per person.  Please see Michael if 

you have any questions 

 

NURSERY / JUNIOR CHURCH   

VOLUNTEERS    We still  need volunteers for 

our Nursery and Junior Church ministries.   If 

you  would be willing to donate your time to 

help in one of these areas, you may sign up at 

the bottom of the Pew Registers located on each 

pew. 

mailto:6rollers@gmail.com


2031  
“Ladies and Gentlemen.  I would like to introduce Mrs. 
Cone’s class of 2031!”  Wait.  What did she just say?  A cou-
ple of weeks ago the Primary School had their mid-year class 

awards.  Joy and I were excited to go and see what awards Silas might re-
ceive.  It was fun, super cute, and of course we were very proud of Silas for 
winning the “Peacemaker” award and the “Library” award.  After his class 
was finished, however, the principal said something that hit me like a ton of 
bricks.  The class of 2031!  I had never thought about the year Silas would 
graduate.  And now that I’ve heard it I realize that 2031 isn’t that far 
away.  Just 12 more years.  Wow! 
Why am I sharing this with you?  Because as parents our time is short.  And 
as I am getting older I am realizing more and more that I need to be intention-
al about investing in the life of my child.  I’m learning that he is constantly 
watching me and learning from me.  I am learning that by simply living my life 
I am teaching him what I believe is most important by the way I spend my 
time and treat other people.  I am realizing that each decision I make has the 
potential to make a lifelong impact on his outlook on life.  Ultimately, I am 
realizing that this season of life that we have Silas as a child is pretty short 
and we had better make the best of it!  My prayer for you as parents is that 
you would be intentional about making a kingdom impact on your chil-
dren.  Make sure you are instilling Godly values in them and modeling your 
Christian walk for them each day.  Our time is short ya’ll.  2031 will be here in 
the blink of an eye. 
 
Upcoming Dates To Know and Love 
February 
9:  Youth Ice Skating/ Trampoline Park 
 
March 
2nd:  Family Snow Tubing 
8th:  Silver Ring Thing (Youth True Love Waits/ Purity Event) 
15th:  Winterjam (Columbia) 
 
April 
13th  Easter Party 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

     We often think of February as “the love month.”  

By the week of Christmas we were already seeing Val-

entine decorations and candy on the store shelves.  Feb-

ruary 14 is a day set aside where we honor and remember the ones we 

“really, really love” by giving them a card, candy or maybe even a piece 

of jewelry.  No matter the gift, the thought and love extended is what 

makes that gift special.  Millions of dollars are spent each year on gifts 

that convey our love to some very special people in our lives.  God dis-

plays His love from everlasting to everlasting through His Word.  He 

doesn’t need to wait on a special day or holiday to tell us just how much 

He loves us.  We can read of His love, sing of His love, see His love in 

action by others, and most importantly know of His love through Jesus.  

I don’t know about you, but that gives me hope that although I often fall 

short of all I should do and be in Christ, He loves me unconditionally.   

     Practice for our Easter Musical, “Amazing Love, How Can It Be”, is 

underway, and we are very excited to share a powerful message in song 

and drama to help all of us remember, reflect and rejoice in all God has 

done for us through Jesus.  As previously explained, the musical will be 

done in four segments, beginning March 24 and will be completed on 

April 21 during our Easter worship.  If you normally attend the 8:15 

worship service, you could simply come to the start of the 10:45 service 

and after the choir sings, you can be dismissed when the children leave 

for Junior Church.  Please pray for the choir, musicians, sound techni-

cians and drama cast as we prepare ourselves to serve our Lord in this 

presentation.  Please invite friends, family, neighbors or co-workers to 

come and sit with you during one or all these Sundays. 

     You good cooks out there know that there is a very essential, yet 

seemingly insignificant, application in cooking.  Stirring---If a recipe 

calls for constant stirring, you had better follow those instructions.  If it 

says occasional stirring, then you don’t have to stand over the pot con-

stantly, but you can’t forget about it either.  What benefit is there to 

stirring?  Stirring helps to keep your ingredients from sticking to the 

bottom of the pot.  The heat from the stove can scorch what is in your 

pot, and it will ruin the entire batch.  The proper temperature and stir-

ring are essential to an amazing and delicious dish.  How about us?  Do 

things in our lives kinda’ settle to the bottom, stick and ruin a lot of 

potentially good things?  God stirs us to keep us focused on Him, His 

Word and His mission for us.  Stirring causes activity and helps fight 

against complacency, bad attitudes and arrogance.  When God chooses 

to stir, in our lives or in the life of His Church, it is always to benefit the 

Kingdom.  When we sense His stirring, it can be a very exciting time, 

but it should also be a time when we draw close to God with a purpose 

and a plan.  God will not allow His children to stray away from Him too 

long.  We better go to the stove (our source) and check our pots (hearts).  

I believe some stirring needs to be done…   

 

Because of Grace,     Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and 
the daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church 
at csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free adver-
tising to our church and community by sharing our posts on your 
page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, March 31st in the MPB.  We are thank-

ful that although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain 

One Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   

 

BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

March 3rd during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate for 

baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
MISSION TRIP  We will be going to Lashmeet, VW to serve with 

Shepherd’s Hands Ministry March 15-16.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 

Welcome Center for those who wish to serve.  The only cost is your 

meals while we are traveling.  For more information see Preacher Chuck 

LIBRARY NEWS   We invite you to check 

out our new books in the library.   We have 

several new books from local authors along 

with new children’s books. 

  

Check out these newest additions: 

“Experiencing the Loss of a Family Member” 

by Norman Wright 

“How Could a Loving God?  Powerful An-

swers on suffering & loss” by Ken Hamm 

You are invited to  

50th Anniversary  

Drop In Reception for 

Larry and Debbie Wightman 
 

 Saturday, February 23, 2019 

2-4 P.M. 

 

1st Baptist Church 

Multi-Purpose Building 

 

Your presence is our gift. 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

