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          The News…………...…….…..……..…........... December 2018 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

DECEMBER 

3rd   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

10th  -   Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

17th  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

24th  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 

31st  -   Eileen Huffman, Clara Able 

 
 

During the month of November Lifeline Ministries served 

43 families representing  116  individuals.       

DECEMBER NEEDED ITEM:    CANNED MEATS 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular 

monthly covered dish luncheon on Tuesday, 

December 4th at 11:00am.  We will meet in 

the Old Social Hall.  Don’t forget your 

$5.00 gift for swapping    We will go to 

Hamricks on Thursday, Dec 6 if 10 or more are interested. 

 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 

2  -   Sissy/Dick Copeland 

9  -   Suzie / Andy Morrow 

16 -  Gerald Robinson 

23 -Sandy/Robert Herlong 

30 - Beverly Kelly 

1 - Chuck Scarboro 

4 - Andy Owings 

5 - Ginny Wilson                       

6– Anna Grace Sprouse 

      John Witt 

7 - David Price,  

      Karen Roller,  

8 - Joe Hunt 

9 - Mike Hardin 

10 - Derrell Lockaby,  

       Betty McCray, 

       Earl Morris,  

       Jack Timms 

12 - Emmiline Young 

13 - Steven Parnell 

14 - Cindy Hastings 

        Houston Matthews 

15 - Brady Lawson 

17 - Blanton Akers 

18 - Bob Leopard 

       Vicki Sanders 

 19 - Ray Morris,  

         Tommy Price 

20 - Scott Goodman 

22 - Pat Helm 

23 - Eva Ruff 

24 - Danny McCormack 

       Eric Roberts 

26 - Linda Polatty, 

        Rick Timms 

27 - Barry White 

28 - Jade Walton 

29 - Aaron Smith 

30 - Camden Parnell 

31 - Laura Owings 

        Jeff Wilson 

We invite all church families to come and par-

take of the Lord’s Supper together  

on Christmas Eve at 4:30.   

This worship service will be informal,  

so come as you are.   

We will have an offering basket available to 

contribute to the Benevolence Ministry  

Lord’s Supper 

Leonard & Pat Smith 

By Letter  



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

2 

6:00 pm  Church-wide  

               Christmas Dinner 

                 with pictures 

3 

5:00pm  GNC Prayer time 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

4 

11:00 am  Sonshiner’s luncheon 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

5 6 

2:30pm  GNC’s Pizza Parties 

6:00pm  Women’s  

             Christmas Tea 

7 8 

9 

6:00 pm  Guy Penrod Concert 

10 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

11 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

              Team 2 

12 13 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

 

14 15 

16 4:30 pm  Bridal Shower  

            for Kaelynn Roller 

6:00 pm  Children/Youth      

              Christmas Service 

17 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

18 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30pm  Praise Team Practice 

              Team 1 

19  

10:00 am Christmas Caroling 

6:00 pm  Christmas Caroling 

followed by Soup Fellowship 

20 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

 

21 22 

23 

     

24     

4:30pm  Christmas Eve Service 

25      26 27 

5:30pm  Exercise Ministry 

28 29 

30 

10:45 pm  One Church Worship 

7:00 pm  Sunday Night after 

Christmas 

31      

Church Office Closed 



       With our hearts (and tummies) still filled with 

Thanksgiving, many are now embarking on the search 

for the “Perfect Christmas.”  Some people will try to 

recreate a wonderful Christmas from yesteryear.  Others 

will attempt to create a Christmas like they have dreamed of but have 

never experienced before.  For some it may be the first Christmas in a 

new relationship or with new members having been added to the family.  

For others it may be the last Christmas with someone special in their 

home. There are others who are trying to make it through Christmas be-

cause this is their first Christmas without someone special.  We all find 

ourselves in a different place, yet there is that dream of the “Perfect 

Christmas.” 

    During the month of December, I will be sharing messages centered 

around the search for the “Perfect Christmas.”  We will search for the 

“Perfect Meal,” the “Perfect Greeting,” the “Perfect Tree,” the “Perfect 

Song,” and then at our Christmas Eve Lord’s Supper we will search for 

the “Perfect Gift.”  It is my prayer that God will use these messages to 

help you and your family celebrate the birth of our Savior with the right 

heart and the proper expectations.  

    During the year 2018 we have focused on evangelism.  At Easter, we 

invited people to our Easter worship to hear and believe the Gospel mes-

sage.  Towards the end of the Summer, we focused on casting our nets 

into the lake of lostness.  We have set aside Sunday evening December 

23rd, for our final evangelistic emphasis of this year.  On Sunday morn-

ing December 2nd, I will be challenging you and preparing you to share 

His story and your story with family and friends December 23rd or some-

time throughout the Christmas season.  It is my prayer that God will use 

this time to bring our family and friends into His family. 

    Let me close my last newsletter article of this year by letting you 

know what an honor it is to serve as your pastor.  You have been very 

gracious and generous to me and my family and for that I say, “Thank 

You!”  After 18 years in fulltime ministry, I still feel inadequate in so 

many areas and at times I have more questions than answers.  We all 

have hopes and dreams for a new year ahead and I am no different.  God 

is stirring inside of me, but I have not been able to get a handle on what 

He is leading me to do.  I covet your prayer support as we celebrate 

Christmas and then enter a new year of ministry together.  Keep in mind 

that God has called us to reach the lost, equip the saved and then send 

the equipped into His service!  See you Sunday!                                                                     

        On Eagles’ Wings,   Chuck  

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS TEA  Our Christmas Tea this year will be 

on December 6th at 6:00 pm.  Sign up sheets are in the Welcome Center 

for tables and food.  Don’t miss this special time of fellowship.  Dawn 

Smith Jordan will be our guest speaker and provide music.  

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY - GIRL TALK   Coming in January, the 

Women’s Ministry will sponsor “Girl Talk”  We will meet on Sunday 

nights at 6:00 pm.   The class will meet for 3 weeks for girls 7th grade to 

college.    Sign up sheet will be in Welcome Center by mid December.  

More information will be available at a later date.  See Vicki Sanders for 

questions. 

 

EXERCISE MINISTRY  Our Exercise Ministry meets on Mon & Tues 

and Thurs at 5:30.  We begin with a devotional and prayer that is fol-

lowed by a time of exercise and fellowship.   For additional info, see 

Linda Womack or Stacy Sargent.  

   

CHURCH APPAREL  We have new items and additional sizes now 

available for purchase.  We have  T-shirts - short sleeve ($10) and long 

sleeve ($15), Polos for men & women ($22),  caps ($10-$12), Pullover 

windshirts ($25) & Umbrellas ($20).  XXL & above are extra.  You may 

contact the church office.  

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of our 

church and community who are no longer able to attend worship ser-

vices.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minister to 

their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM Ministry, 

contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

Growing Forward Together  Thank you for sacri-

ficially giving to the GFT offering.  At the time of 

Newsletter printing we have receive $120,674.77   

through our GFT Capital Stewardship Campaign.  

After paving the parking lot, we have a balance of 

$60,534.77 remaining in the GFT account.  Keep in 

mind the goal of GFT is to repave church parking lots, purchase 

a new church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout the 

church  

CHURCHWIDE CHRISTMAS DINNER 

DECEMBER 2nd -- 6:00 PM 

We will gather as a church to fellowship and enjoy a 

meal together as we celebrate the Christmas Season.   

The church will supply the meat and drinks.   

Each family is asked to bring a well-filled basket of sides and desserts.  

The Women’s Ministry will have a Photo area set up with Joy Tollison 

and Lexi Kelly taking family photos.    

There will be no charge and you will receive a 5X7 photo to pick up 

the following Sunday. 

The Eagle’s Nest Sunday School Class is spon-

soring a Bridal Shower for Kaelynn Roller on 

Sunday, December 16th from 4:30 - 5:30 pm at 

the Cateechee House.  

CHRISTMAS CAROLING—NEW SCHEDULE  We will meet at 

the church at 10:00 AM on December 19th to go sing carols to our 

GEMS.  This will take the place of our Wednesday Bible study.  We 

will gather back at the church at 6:00 PM on Wednesday evening De-

cember 19th to share some Christmas Carols with our community.  

Bring clothes appropriate for the weather, a flashlight, and a heart pre-

pared to share the Good News that a Savior has been born!   This year 

we will gather at the Gazebo uptown 96 to sing from 7:00—7:30 and 

then come back to the church and fellowship and enjoy some soup and 

cornbread after our time of caroling.  If you are willing to prepare a pot 

of soup, please sign up in the Welcome Center.   

   

CHRISTMAS EVANGELISM EMPHASIS  We are setting aside 

Sunday night December 23rd to share Christ’s story and our story with 

our family and friends.  Make sure that you attend one of our morning 

services on Sunday December 2nd to receive instructions for that even-

ing.  If you are unable to attend, listen through the church website or 

request a CD/DVD through the church office.   

 

POINSETTIAS  This year we have purchased poinsettias to be placed 

in the church sanctuary during Christmas so that all the poinsettias are 

alike and the same size.   If you would like to donate towards the cost 

in memory or in honor of someone special, please fill out one of the 

forms and place along with your donation of $10 in the “Special Offer-

ing Envelope” and place in the designated box.  Monies collected 

above the cost of the poinsettias will be donated to the Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering.   Forms & Envelopes can be found in the Wel-

come Center.    

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   Thank You to all who 

brought shoeboxes for this ministry.  We had 104!  Please remember to 

pray for each child who receives a shoebox & pray for all who help 

sort, inspect, transport and deliver these all over the world. This is a 

evangelistic tool & God is at work in a big way.  Thank you for giving. 



 

The Gift of Godly Wisdom 

As we enter this season of giving each year it seems 

like I always struggle with finding the right gifts to 

give to our family and friends.  Silas is usually very easy to shop for 

because he generally tells us what he wants on a regular basis.  Joy, 

however is much more challenging to shop for.  After all, what do 

you get someone who already has everything?  Sometimes giving 

the perfect gift can be difficult.  However, in January our Women’s 

Ministry will be offering a very special gift to the young ladies in 

our church family:  The gift of Godly Wisdom. 

As a Student Pastor I am always thankful for the opportunity to 

invest in the lives of our young people.  However, as a guy there are 

simply some limitations on the way I can relate to and invest in the 

lives of the young ladies of our church.  That’s why I am thankful 

for a new class beginning in January called Girl Talk.  “Girl 

Talk” .  “Girl Talk” will be a 3 week class led by Vickie Sanders 

and is designed exclusively for girls 7th Grade – College.  During 

“Girl Talk”, our young ladies will have the opportunity to receive 

Godly and good practical advice geared just for girls.  I want to 

encourage all of our young ladies to come and receive the gift of 

Godly Wisdom by attending “Girl Talk”  

 

Girl Talk 

When 

Begins January 13, 2019.  Sunday Nights at 6:00 

Who 

Girls 7th grade to college.          In His Service, 

         Michael  

My childhood memories of Christmas are filled with many 

memories; some happy, some sad, but overall, I loved and 

embraced Christmas with a childlike excitement; always 

hoping the next year would be better…There was hope… 

I wonder, who or what will you place your hope in this Christmas? When 

Will and Toni were home with us, I did everything in my power to make 

Christmas something they would have great memories of.  I never wanted 

them to look back and be sad about Christmas.  Today they will tell you 

that Christmas at our house was very special!  Maybe like many of you, 

Christmas at our house is a lot different today.  Oh, I still get excited over 

decorating and having the house just right for that one or two days that 

our children and their families come to celebrate.  Some say, “I can’t be-

lieve you do all this decorating for one or two days!” I just smile and say, 

“Christmas is special, and I want my children and grandchildren to al-

ways remember the significance that Ra Ra and Papa T placed on making 

Christmas special by honoring Jesus’ birthday and loving them deeply.”  

Yes, time changes a lot, but if our hope is in Jesus, He will lift us up and 

give us joy beyond measure; joy that will inspire us to celebrate even if 

things aren’t quite like they used to be! 

     December at FBC is getting in full swing.  Please note all the wonder-

ful times of worship and fellowship we have coming up. There is some-

thing for everyone to enjoy and celebrate!  The choir will be singing se-

lections from our musical last year, “Come, Let Us Adore.”  We will also 

be having some special monologues throughout December that will draw 

us into the Christmas story through our Advent Wreath.  Under the direc-

tion of Joy How, our children and youth will be leading us in a very spe-

cial time of Christmas worship on Sunday, December 16 at 6:00 pm in 

the sanctuary.  Please come and be blessed! 

     Of course, we have Guy Penrod in a Christmas Concert on December 

9.  Tickets have been sold-out for some time now, but one important thing 

for all of us to do is to pray for every person who will be on our church 

campus.  Pray for God’s Spirit to draw people unto salvation, pray for 

over 20 volunteers in our church family who have sacrificed their time 

and energy to serve. Pray that everyone who steps onto our campus will 

feel and sense the love of Christ in how they are greeted and served.  Pray 

for Guy Penrod and his ministry team; that God would prepare their 

hearts to honor Him and lead us to the throne in worship.  Pray for travel-

ing mercies for Guy’s team, and please pray for their health as they pre-

pare.  Remember, seating is first come-first serve.  Doors will open at 

5:00 PM.  Don’t forget your tickets! 

     At this blessed time of year when our hearts and attentions are turned 

to the greatest gift of all, Tony and I would like to extend our heartfelt 

love and appreciation for your friendship, love and support over these 

past 10 ½ years.  I am so blessed that God opened a door of blessing and 

service for us, here at FBC.  You are truly a wonderful church family, and 

Tony and I want to wish each of you a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  To God be the glory; great things He has done, 

and even greater things are yet to come as we REACH, EQUIP and 

SEND… 

Christmas Blessings,   Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and the 
daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church at 
csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free advertis-
ing to our church and community by sharing our posts on your page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES  There will be no Wayfinders, Attic Stu-

dent Ministry or Adult Bible Studies AM or PM on December 19th, 26th 

and January 2nd.       

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, December 30th in the Sanctuary where 

we can enjoy our Christmas decorations one more time.  We are thankful 

that although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain One 

Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   

 

BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

December 30th during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate 

for baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  

SUNDAY NIGHT AFTER CHRISTMAS  We will work together on 

Sunday Night December 20th after the evening worship to remove the 

Christmas decorations from our church campus.     

Thank You Notes 
 

Dear Church Family,    I thank you for your cards, 

gifts and many prayers.  As of now, no cancer can be found and I do 

not need any treatment.  To God be ALL the glory for His healing and 

comfort during such an emotional time.  Please continue to pray for 

me.  Thank you all for your love and I love all of you,  

                                          Marie Robertson 

 

Thank you for all the prayers and visits during my hospital stay!  

Thanks to all who prayed and are still lifting me up in prayer now--

greatly appreciated!  It is a blessing to be a part of a great church fam-

ily!   Brenda Williams 

 

We want to thank 1st Baptist Church of Ninety Six for the last 31 

years.  Where we have made great friends and received so many bless-

ings from being part of this fellowship.  You will always be in our 

hearts.  Our new address is 216 Double Eagle Circle, Lexington, SC 

29073   Barbara & Don Clark 

LOTTIE MOON  

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

CHURCH GOAL - $8000 

 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

