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F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. 

AUGUST 

6th   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

13th  -  Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

20th -   Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

27th -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 
 

During the month of July Lifeline Ministries served 

8 families representing  22 individuals.       

AUGUST NEEDED ITEM:    MAYONNAISE, MUSTARD, KETCHUP 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular monthly 

covered dish luncheon on Tuesday, August 7th at 

11:00am.   We will be having a fish fry so bring 

sides and meat if you are not liking to fish.  We 

welcome both new and long time missed members. 

 
2 -Reid McKellar 

3 -Maria Barnes 

     Alex Hester 

     Randell Parnell 

4 -Debbie Wightman 

7 -Jennifer Taylor 

     Tommy Walton 

8 -Brianna Kelly 

9 -Donald Leopard 

     Frank Taylor, Jr. 

10- Margaret Hodgens 

11 -Bryan Ellenberg 

       Bryan Hester 

15 -Bill Gardner 

16 -John Carter 

18- Bobby Robertson 

20 -Tommy Eddy 

       Ronnie Fisher 

21 -Frances Ellenberg 

       Holly Ann D. Robbins 

23 - Gene Easler 

25 -Sandra McCormack 

26 -Elliott Womack 

27 -R C Barbee 

       Bobbi Jo Gibert 

28 - Brittany Akers 

30 -Matthew Owings 

       Bubba Quatttlebaum 

31 -Esther Akers 

       Scott Kelly 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

AUGUST 

5 -  Joy/Jimmy Tollison 

12  -  Tina / Tommy Price 

19 -  Barbara Hall 

26 -  Edith Owens 

Beginning September 9th 

6:00 pm 

At the Cateechee House 
 

Sign Up in the Welcome Center  

for registration and more information 

Never Worry About Money Again 

Financial Peace will help you  

take control of your money,  

plan for your future, and transform your life. 



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   True Answers Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   True Answers Bible Study    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

3 

4-7pm  Lion’s Club Stuff the 

Bus 

4 

5 

6:00 pm  Quarterly Business 

Meeting 

7:00 pm  SNAP 

6 

6:00 pm  Men’s Ministry  

                   Meeting 

7 

11:00am Sonshiners Luncheon 

5:45 pm Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

                Team 1 

8 9 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

10 11 

12 

7:00 pm  SNAP 

13 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

14 

5:45 pm Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

                Team 2 

15 16 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

17 18 

19 

 

20 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

 

First Day of School 

21 

5:45 pm Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

                Team 1 

22 23 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

24 25 

26 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

27 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Group 

28 

5:45 pm Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

                Team 2 

29 

Wayfinders Resume at 6:30pm 

30 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

31  



For over an hour today I have focused on praying.  I 

prayed for a large stack of prayer cards that were placed 

in my box after Sunday’s services.  I enjoy praying with 

our church family for the concerns on their heart.  I have 

also prayed for several 96 FBC ministries and families (including my 
own).  I have prayed for our Director of Missions and a couple of pastor 

friends that have come to my mind today.  Finally, I’m praying for an old 

friend that I plan to share my spiritual story with next week. 

    As I pray for my friend, I envision what it will be like to see him pray 

the sinner’s prayer, follow through with believer’s baptism, join the 

church and grow in his spiritual life.  As I pray for my friend, I wonder 

what his beliefs are about God, salvation and the church are today.  As I 

pray for my friend, I wonder how our church family would benefit his new 

life with Christ.  As I pray for my friend I wonder if what he might poten-

tially find at 96 FBC would be beneficial to help him be reconciled to God 

and then discipled in that relationship.   
    There are many ideas today as to why the Church exists.  Some believe 

the Church exists to provide a warm, welcoming and exciting place for 

people to experience worship.  Some believe that the Church exists to 

show acts of kindness, generosity and Christian love to the community 

that the church is planted in.  Some believe the Church exists to provide 

spiritual activities and clean fellowship for their family.  Some people 

believe the Church exists to serve and minister to them and their family in 

times of crisis.  The list of people’s expectations goes on and on….  While 

each of the above trains of thought has some merit, the Church’s primary 

reason for existence is to intentionally reach the lost with the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  Once people are reconciled to God through Jesus, the 
Church exists to intensely equip them to grow in their relationship with 

Christ.  As people are reconciled to God and discipled, the Church exists 

to impactfully send them into service within the church and outside of the 

church. 

    As God leads 96 FBC to be more Evangelism, Discipleship and Minis-

try focused, there will be some people who will grieve as their expecta-

tions of Church are not met.  I believe God is grieved today as many in the 

Church cry out “who is concerned about me,” rather than crying out “who 

is concerned about the lost.”  While ministry within is part of the DNA of 

every God-honoring church, reaching out is the primary reason the Church 

exists. 
    As my friend and the person that you are sharing your spiritual story 

with are reconciled to God and become a part of Body of Christ (at 96 

FBC or some other local church), will they see a healthy picture of the 

Church?  Will they see people who follow Christ and who have become 

“fishers of men?”  Will they see the Church as Kingdom minded?  History 

has proven that when the Church’s primary focuses is inward, the Church 

dies.  On the other hand, when the Church’s primary focus is outward, 

God gives life to His Church.  Join me in praying for God to help 96 FBC 

to keep our primary focus on Evangelism, Discipleship and Ministry.  

Let’s pray that God will help us be faithful not to neglect ministry within 

the Body as our primary focus remains on reaching the lost.    See you 
Sunday!          

Growing Forward Together  Thank you for sacri-

ficially giving to the GFT offering.  At the time of 

Newsletter printing we have receive $96,037.77   

through our GFT Capital Stewardship Campaign.  

After paving the parking lot, we will have a balance 

of $35,897.77 remaining in the GFT account.  Keep 

in mind the goal of GFT is to repave church parking lots, pur-

chase a new church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout 

the church  

MEN’S MINISTRY The Men’s Ministry will meet on Monday, August 

6th at 6:00 pm.  Our Guest Speaker will be Mr. Chuck Wright, Spartan-

burg County.    Menu will be Fish & Chips.  There is a sign up sheet in 

the Welcome Center. 

 

 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY  September 13th Jane Herlong, national author 

and speaker will be speaking at our Fall into Fellowship women’s meet-

ing.   “Rhinestones on My Flip Flips” will be her topic.   This will be a 

love offering meeting with a light meal.   Be prepared to wear those flip 

flops one last time.    Sign up sheet will be in the welcome center 2nd 

week of August.     

 

 
MINISTRY NEED  Some of our Senior ladies have been making dress-

es to send to girls in Haiti.  They are in need of fabric to continue this 

ministry.  If you have any spare cloth or fabric lying around, donations 

will be greatly appreciated.   Printed bed sheets in good condition also 

work well.  If you can help this ministry, place donations in the Wel-

come Center.  

 

 

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of our 

church and community who are no longer able to attend worship ser-

vices.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minister to 

their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM Ministry, 

contact Barbara Clark or Sandra Lockaby. 

 

 

EVANGELISM PROJECT   We are collecting Crystal Light 

canisters.  If you drink Crystal Light, save your containers and 

place them in the designated collection box in the Welcome Center.   

   

 

EXERCISE MINISTRY  Our Exercise Ministry meets on 

Mon & Tues and Thurs at 5:45.  We begin with a devotional 

and prayer that is followed by a time of exercise and fellow-

ship.   For additional info, see Linda Womack,  Stacy Sargent, 

or Barbara Clark.    

 

 

CHURCH APPAREL  We have new items and additional sizes now 

available for purchase.  We have  T-shirts - short sleeve ($10) and long 

sleeve ($15), Polos for men & women ($22),  caps ($10-$12), Pullover 

windshirts ($25) & Umbrellas ($20).  XXL & above are extra.  You may 

contact the church office.  We will also make available during our One 

Church Worship Services.   

On Eagles’ Wings,  Chuck                    

 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY SCHOOL PRAYER LIST  If you 

work or volunteer in any position in our school systems, please 

sign our sheet in the Welcome Center.  Whether teacher, aide, 

custodian, nurse, Good News Club, cafeteria, etc.  We want to 

be able to pray for you during this school year.  Please add your 

name to the list by August 15th.  We will pray for all school 

staff and students on August 19th. 

 

 

STUFF THE BUS   The Ninety Six Lions Club is sponsoring 

Stuff the Bus this year on August 3rd from 4 - 7pm and on Au-

gust 4th from 9am - 1pm  The Bus will be located at the Police 

Department on Main Street.   Items needed:  Crayons, No.2 pen-

cils, composition notebooks, glue sticks, loose-leaf paper, book 

bags, tissue, hand sanitizer, quart-size bags, disinfecting wipes, 

etc.  In lieu of supplies, monetary donations will be gladly ac-

cepted, make checks payable to Ninety Six Lions Club and des-

ignate “Stuff the Bus” 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PICNIC 

One of the highlights of our church year is 

our Annual Sunday School Picnic each 

September.   This year’s picnic will be  

Sunday, Sept. 2nd at 6:00 p.m.    

 We will serve Hamburgers & Hot Dogs and our church fami-

ly is asked to bring sides and sweets.   

All are welcome!   
We will have outside games before and after 

the picnic.  

Plan to come early and stay later! 



Take To The Friendly Skies… 
So tomorrow morning we are going on a family adven-
ture.  We are leaving for a trip to Texas to see some of 
Joy’s distant relatives.  However, this trip has a little 

twist.  It will be Silas’ first time flying on an airplane.  Chuck always says 
that “One experiment is worth a thousand expert views.”  We’ve read and 
heard lots of “expert views” on flying with young children.  Tomorrow will be 
the experiment.  I’m both excited and a little nervous.  Experiencing some-
thing new or doing something in a new way can always bring at least some 
level of apprehension.  However, avoiding new adventures because of fear 
or anxiety can cause us to miss out on many of life’s best opportunities. 
The same thing applies in our walk with God.  Sometimes God calls us to 
step out of our comfort zone or to do something seemingly crazy or ex-
treme.  I believe when this happens God is calling us to be obedient and 
giving us opportunities to place our faith in Him instead of giving in to our 
fears.  As we gaze upon another school year I want to make it a goal to 
both step out of my comfort zone and to challenge our kids (both youth and 
children) and wonderful volunteers to do the same.  Perhaps this could 
mean some training to ensure we (myself included) are teaching and minis-
tering on the best possible level.  This could even mean challenging our 
students and parents to step out of their comfort zone to minister and fel-
lowship in new and exciting ways.  Stay tuned (and please make sure your 
seats and tray tables are in their upright positions)!!!! 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to 

my God as long as I live.  Psalm 104: 33 

 

 Thanks to all who will be participating in our 11th Annual 

FBC’s Got Talent!  It will a great night of praise, worship and a wide 

variety of talents that gave glory to the Lord.  Also, it’s not too late to 

sign up to bring ice cream and goodies that will make our time togeth-

er sweeter. 

  

 Can you believe that it is almost time for our students to re-

turn to school?  Let’s be sure to purpose in our hearts to pray for our 

schools, administration, teachers, coaches, staff and students as they 

embark upon a new year.  Prayer is the key that can unlock the strong-

holds that the enemy uses each day… 

 

 Our Music Ministry is a vital tool used by God to enhance 

our worship experience, encourage the worshiper, and exhort our 

Lord.  Please join our Music Ministry Team in praying for God to 

send those with a heart for Him to join our team. Pray for all of our 

church ministries as we work together to ensure that we honor God in 

every way possible and grow His Kingdom where we are planted.  

Because of Grace, 

                       Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and the 
daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church at 
csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free advertis-
ing to our church and community by sharing our posts on your page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

TRUE ANSWERS TO TOUGH QUESTIONS  Today many Chris-

tians engaged in evangelism find it necessary to answer many tough 

questions dealing with sexuality.  The topics that we will study on 

Wednesdays in August include Is Sex Wrong?  Is Pornography 

Wrong?  Does God Love Gay People?  Join us at 11:00 AM or 6:30 

PM in the sanctuary. Don’t forget that our children’s ministry takes a 

break through the Summer months.  We will restart our children’s 

ministry August 29th.  

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church 

Worship services will be on Sunday, July 29th.   We are thankful that 

although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain One 

Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.   

 

 BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

August 5th during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate 

for baptism and would like to participate in this service, please con-

tact Preacher Chuck.  

You are cordially invited to  
Barbara and Don Clark’s  

50th Anniversary Drop In Celebration.  
 

 It will be held in the MPB from 2 pm - 4 pm on  
Saturday, September 1st .  We’d love to have you come 
and celebrate this occasion with us!  No Gifts Please! 

Your presence is your perfect gift. 

Thank You Notes 
 

Thanks so much for all the cards & especially your prayers during my 

recent illness.  Your love will never be forgotten.   

 Love Jeanisa & Darrell Moore 

 

 

Thank you, my church family,  for all you did for us during our loss of 

Steven.  The prayers, visits, food and calls were greatly appreciated. 

 Love, Jaynette Chastain, Janet & Steve Hunt, Rachel Hunt 

 

During a time like this, we realize how much our friends and relatives 

really mean to us.  Your expression of sympathy will always be re-

membered.  The Family of Bonnie Etters 

GREENWOOD PATHWAY HOUSE     

The Greenwood Pathway House 

acknowledged the generous gift through 

our Vacation Bible School Offering of 

$1,016.30.  It will truly bless many.  

Thank you to all who gave! 

A thank you note is located on the bulletin board. 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

