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          The News…………...…….…..………....…........... April 2019 

 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
N i n e t y  S i x ,  S C      5 4 3 - 2 3 3 3  

www.fbc96.org 

Chuck Sprouse, Pastor 

Michael How, Student Pastor 

Iris Riddle, Music Director 

Linda Womack, Secretary  

  LIFELINE MINISTRIES  
FOOD PANTRY 

 Open Each Monday, 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m. 

 

APRIL 

1st   -   Eileen Huffman, Gail Reid, Kathy Hardin 

8th  -   Clara Able, Sherry Call, Sue Jacobsen, Peggy LaCons 

15th  -  Celeste Hill, Ila Stephens, Sandra & Danny McCormack 

22nd  -  Clara Able,  Diane Bryan,  Sue Jacobsen,  Peggy LaCons 

29th  -   Clara Able, Eileen Huffman 
 

During the month of March Lifeline Ministries served 

16 families representing  66  individuals.   

APRIL NEEDED ITEM:    Grits, Cereal, Pancake Mix, Syrup 

Lifeline Ministries is open each Monday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 

serve the 96 community.  If you know of a family that is in need of food 

and they cannot wait until Monday to be served, please call the church    

office 543-2333 and we will make sure someone serves them.   

The SonShiners will have their regular monthly  

luncheon on Tuesday, April 2nd  at 11:00am.  

Menu will be fish dinner provided by John, Helen, 

Leonard & Pat.  Bring dessert and other items if 

you do not like fish.  Last details on beach trip.  

Jackie Wenger , director of  development of  Baptist founda-

tion of SC will be with us to speak on “What's on 

your bucket list?”  

1 - Jack Akers 

2 - Samantha Gragg 

  Kaelynn Macon 

  Johnny Vickers  

3 - Joyce Harter  

  Lee Kelly 

4 - John McCray, 

  Linda Womack 

6 - Dick Copeland 

  Sissy Copeland 

8 - Mickey Hild 

9 - Don Clark 

  Caston Gibert 

10- Rachel Hunt 

  Brayden McCary 

  Charlotte Murray 

  Tyler Reynolds 

11- Bruce Murphy 

12- Tina Simmons 

13- Alexis Kelly 

  Gerald Sprouse 

14- Faith Copeland 

  Timmy Price 

  Marie Robertson 

16- Kimberly Timms 

17- Cheryl Reynolds 

18- Jewell Kelly 

19- Shaina Evans 

22- James Herlong 

  Zack LaCons 

  Jodi Prather 

27- Izzac Barnes 

29- Larry Carter 

  Matthew Parris 

PRAYER WARRIOR SCHEDULE 

APRIL 

7  -   Bruce Murphy 

14  -  Diane Bryan 

21 -   Sherry / Don Call 

28 -   Debbie Wightman 
EASTER MUSICAL SCHEDULE   

The 96 FBC Choir will present the Easter Musical   

“Amazing Love -- How Can It Be?”  

on April 7th,  April 14th & April 21st at the 10:45 worship service.   

 

Join us as we journey through the promise of Easter with drama and 

uplifting music.  Remember, if you normally attend the 8:15 service, 

you can simply stay until after the choir sings for the 10:45 service 

and be dismissed when the choir comes down.   

He is not here; for He is risen , as He said.  
Matthew 28:6 

EASTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

 Sonrise Service—7:00 am at the picnic shelter,  

        light breakfast to follow 

 Sunday School—9:30am 

 One Church Worship—10:45 am in the MPB 

 No evening service 



Regular Sunday Services: 
  8:00 AM / 9:15 AM Prayer Times 

  8:15 AM Worship 

  9:30 AM Sunday School 

10:45 AM Worship 

5:00 PM  Choir Practice 

6:00 PM Evening Worship 

   Music & Missions 

 

Regular Wednesday Services: 

 10:00 AM   Wednesday Prayer Time 

  11:00 AM   Adult Bible Study 

    6:30  PM   Wayfinders 

            Youth Bible Study 

   6:30  PM   Adult Bible Study    

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

 

 

2 

11:00 pm  Sonshiners luncheon 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

3 4 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm  Easter Musical Dress 

Rehearsal -Sanctuary 

5 6 

11:00am  Community Outreach 

                   at Cypress Mill 

7 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

8 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

9 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

10 11 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

12 13 

11:00 am  Children’s Easter 

Party at Town Park 

 

14   

 

 

 

6:00 pm  Lord’s Supper 

15 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm Men’s Ministry Supper 

16 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

17    Student Ministry  

           Mission Project 

18 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:30 pm   Easter Musical Dress 

Rehearsal - MPB 

19 

 

 

 

Church Office Closed 

20 

21        EASTER 

7:00 am  Sonrise Service 

9:30 am  Sunday School 

10:45 am  Easter Worship 

No Evening Worship 

22 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  Men’s Prayer Time 

23 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

24 25 

5:30 pm  Exercise Ministry 

26 27 

28 

6:00 pm Quarterly Bus. Mtg 

7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting 

29 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

6:00 pm  LBA Men’s Rally 

30 

5:45 pm  Exercise Ministry 

7:00 pm  Praise Team Practice 

    

Sonshiner’s Beach Trip 



     

    Coming back from West Virginia last week, the con-

versation in the church van turned to a sour subject for 

me—wedding rings.  I would ask that you not bring that 

topic up around my sweet bride.  You see, this July 2nd we will have 

been married 25 years and I am on my fourth wedding ring.  Cindy 

bought the first two, but she made me purchase the next two. 

    I have lost my weddings rings in some strange ways.  For instance, I 

was playing with my third wedding ring while stopped at a red light.  

Somehow it made its way down into the instrument panel of my car and 

just like that, it was gone.  I actually started taking the dash apart when I 

got home, but then I was afraid that I would break something and that it 

was just cheaper to buy a new ring!  That wedding ring was in there, I 

knew it was in there, but I couldn’t figure out how to get it out. 

    Tonight, I met with five other men at the Cateechee House for our 

Men’s Prayer Time.  As we prayed my heart was blessed as each man 

prayed for physical and spiritual requests.  It seems that as each man 

prayed, in some way he said—“God, I have the Gospel inside of me, 

show me how to get it out of me and into others.”  Like that ring trapped 

in the dash, each man prayed that God would help him get what felt 

trapped on the inside to those who needed to hear on the outside. 

    As I sit here and think about those men’s prayers, I realize what a 

heart our church family has to share the Good News with those who are 

perishing.  Each man in the circle had a burden for people in his own 

family and people that they don’t even know.  We know what people 

need to hear.  We know people who need to hear.  We know that there 

are people that we have never met, or who we don’t know well that need 

to hear.  We have a message trapped on the inside that we need to make 

known on the outside. 

    Is that how you feel today?  Do you have a desire to share, but you 

struggle to get what feels trapped on the inside freed up on the outside?  

Is the Gospel message trapped in your heart while people all around are 

perishing?  Is it hard to adjust to a culture that no longer comes to hear 

what we have to say and we have to find ways to get the Good News out 

of the church and into our homes and community? 

    As I think about those questions, I realize that our post-Christian cul-

ture is getting more and more like first century Palestine.  The world that 

we live in today is more like the world Jesus ministered in than it was 

just a couple of decades ago.  Today, we read how Jesus went to the 

churches, homes, streets, hillsides, seasides and marketplaces to share 

God’s message.  Like Jesus, we must learn to take the life-changing mes-

sage within us out into the culture so that those who need a life-change 

can hear.  Take time to pray today that God will give you the opportunity 

and the heart to take that which seems trapped within and to make it 

known to people who need to hear.         

 

                                                                    On Eagles’ Wings,   

       Chuck         

 NINTH ANNUAL 96 FBC FISHING TOURNAMENT             
You are invited to join in a friendly competition among church family 

and guests on Lake Greenwood May 4, 2019.  Partici-

pants will blast off from the Highway 34 boat ramp at 

safe light (We will meet at the landing at 5:45 AM).  

There will be a five fish limit per two-man team.  

Weigh-in will be at 1:30 at the boat landing.  A sign-

up sheet and list of tournament rules can be found on 

the table in the Welcome Center.   You can receive 

information by email by contacting Preacher Chuck at 992-8392 or 

csprouse@fbc96.org.    

 

 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA  If you have not taken ad-

vantage of the Rightnow Media resources through 

email and wish to join, you may either scan the QR 

code or text RIGHTNOW 96FBCSC’ to ‘41411’”  
 
NEW ADDRESS  To those who would like to send 

Russ Cook a card or letter, his new address is:  Holt Heritage Apart-

ment 16, 5075 Willoughby Rd, Holt, MI  48842 

 

Growing Forward Together  We have now made 

two major purchases using our GFT offering.  In 

addition to paving the parking lot across from the 

church, we have now purchased a new (28 passen-

ger plus the driver) church bus.  Because of your 

sacrificial giving, we are able to make major improvements in 

our parking, transportation and flooring without going into debt.  

At the time of Newsletter printing we have receive $139,259.77   

through our GFT Capital Stewardship Campaign.  After paving 

the parking lot and purchasing the bus, we will have a balance 

of $6,639.77 remaining in the GFT account.  The purpose of our 

GFT campaign is to repave church parking lots, purchase a new 

church vehicle and to replace flooring throughout the church.  

Thank you for your sacrificial giving.     

GEM MINISTRY  Each week we have people visiting members of 

our church and community who are no longer able to attend worship 

services.  It is our goal to Go to them, Encourage them and to Minis-

ter to their needs.  If you would like to know more about our GEM 

Ministry, contact Sandra Lockaby or Linda Polatty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva Ruff 

2506 Ninety Six Hwy 

Ninety Six, South Carolina  29666 

 

Please encourage Ms. Eva by sending her a note or card in 

the mail !  Psalm 71:9 “Do not cast me off in the time of old 

age; Do not forsake me when my strength fails.” 

CHILDREN’S EASTER PARTY  We will 

partner with Temple Baptist Church to host a 

Children’s Easter Party in the 96 Town Park 

Saturday April 13th  from 11:00 AM—1:30 

PM.  We set up a block-party in the park for 

the children of our community to enjoy.  We 

will serve hot dogs, hide a couple of thou-

sand eggs, and share the true meaning of 

Easter with those who attend.  If you are able to help with this 

event, contact Michael.  If you have not already filled out a back-

ground check, one will be required to serve.  You can fill out a 

background check at https://www.ministryopportunities.org/

NinetySixFBC 

 

EASTER LORD’S SUPPER  We will observe the Lord’s Supper 

on Sunday night April 14th.  This service will help you and your 

family remember the sacrifice of Jesus that took place on Good 

Friday.  We will receive our quarterly benevolence offering at this 

service.   

 

MEN’S MINISTRY SUPPER    The Men’s Ministry will have a 

supper on Monday, April 15th at 6:00 pm in the MPB.  Randy 

Day will be the speaker 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH   The Women & Men’s Ministry 

is sponsoring a community outreach at the  new apartments 

(Cypress Mill)  on Saturday, April 6th from 11 am - 1 pm.   We 

need volunteers to cook, serve, mingle, crafts, etc.   We also need 

two crock pots of hotdog chili.   If you would be willing to help in 

any capacity please sign up in the Welcome Center.  Any ques-

tions,  see Vicki Sanders. 

ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING  

2019 Church Goal - $3,000 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org
https://www.ministryopportunities.org/NinetySixFBC
https://www.ministryopportunities.org/NinetySixFBC


Greatest April Fools Ever!!!! 
So if you’ve spent time around me you know that I love a 
good laugh.  I’m often the one folks pick on and, honesty, I 
don’t mind.  I think laughter is a fun and powerful gift given to 

us by God.  Although I’ve settled down a bit in recent years I could be quite 
the prankster back in the day.  Once, when I was a student at Lander, my 
roommates and I TP’d and Saran Wrapped a car so badly (or so well de-
pending on how you look at it) that we were put on probation and had to 
serve community service around campus.  By the way, my parents still to this 
day don’t know about that!   But as much as I love pranks there is absolutely 
nothing that compares to the greatest April Fool’s joke of all time. 
You see, when Jesus was arrested, mocked, beaten, and placed on a roman 
cross to die a criminals death the Devil thought he was the victor.  Satan 
understood what Jesus came to Earth to accomplish and he made it his mis-
sion to make sure that Jesus never fulfilled that mission.  He, the deceiver, 
made sure that the religious leaders of the day would carefully persuade the 
people to have Jesus put to death.  When Jesus breathed His last upon that 
cross Satan truly believed he had defeated Jesus… 
But 3 days later Jesus Christ rose from the dead to defeat death, the grave, 
and Satan himself!!!!!!!  It was the greatest trick ever played and it was all 
part of God’s great plan to rescue me and you from the bondage of sin!  Up 
from the grave He arose…with a mighty triumph o’er His foes!!!! 
 
But He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.  Isaiah 53:5 
 
Fun Dates To Know and Love 
April 
13:  Children’s Easter Party at the Park 
17:  Student Ministry Missions Project              
21:  Easter Sunday!!!! 
May 
26:  Graduate Recognition 
29:  WayFinders End of Year Celebration 

       In His Service, 

         Michael  

One fourth of 2019 is complete!  It doesn’t seem possible, 

and it causes me to reflect on the past three months.  Have 

I been faithful in the things that matter to God?  Have I 

given Him the time He desires?  Have I been a student of 

His word?  Have I been intentional to develop my prayer life?  Have I spent 

time serving others in His name?  Have I given Him the first-fruits of my 

life and not just what is left over?  Let’s pray for each other and encourage 

each other to be and do all that God would desire of us.  God wants to pre-

pare us for something great in kingdom service! 

     “Amazing Love, How Can It Be” begins on Sunday, April 7.  Our Easter 

Musical is being presented in three segments during our 10:45 worship ser-

vice.  Join us as we journey through the promise of Easter with drama and 

uplifting music.  Remember, if you normally attend the 8:15 service, you 

can simply stay until after the choir sings for the 10:45 service and be dis-

missed when the choir comes down.   

     We are so grateful and thankful to have some new choir members;  Ray 

Sanders, Barbara and Preston Sprouse and Marie and Bobby Robertson.  

Please join me in expressing thankfulness for their service to our Lord. Al-

so, please take the time to express your appreciation to our Sound and Me-

dia Ministry Team members as you have opportunity.  They are diligent and 

faithful to serve and enhance our worship through technology. 

     We will be presenting our Easter Musical to the residents of Wesley 

Commons Independent Living on Sunday, April 28 at 4:30 pm.  This will 

be held in their chapel (entrance near the fountain).  All are welcome to 

come.  There is plenty of seating, and you will be a great source of encour-

agement to the residents and to the choir. 

     This month marks 11 years of service for me here at Ninety Six First 

Baptist Church.  I am humbled and honored to serve alongside you.  You 

have been and continue to be “family” to me.  I pledge to you my continued 

and ever- growing love of God and devotion to the calling he placed on my 

life in 1984.  I continue to marvel at what God does in our lives as we jour-

ney from year to year; our lives transecting at the many crossroads we en-

counter.  God is faithful, and He will accomplish His will as we worship, 

serve and love with a heart that belongs to Him.  One thing I trust you have 

learned or realized about me is that I take worship very seriously.  The 

songs selected are not chosen in a haphazard way, but through prayer, scrip-

ture and seeking the Holy Spirit.  I want everything done to honor and obey 

God.  I do not choose songs based on my preference, a certain time period, 

genre, or rhythm or tempo.  I choose songs based on what I am led by the 

Spirit to choose.  Pastor Chuck and I are committed to always worshiping 

with Christ-centered music and worship. Christ-centered worship takes 

place when our goal, aim and focus is praising, uplifting and exalting God 

through music that is biblically sound and in keeping with good doctrine. It 

is then that God will be honored and glorified, because all our attention is 

on Him and not on our likes or dislikes. Our worship is for an audience of 

One, and we are not the one…  Let’s worship with passion—declaring to 

God that He alone is worthy!  If you cannot worship God now, how will 

you do it for all of eternity?....... 

 

Because of Grace,     Iris 

 
EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  Sign up to receive prayer request and 
the daily PACES devotion through emails by contacting the church 
at csprouse@fbc96.org.   
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST FACEBOOK     Please take time to 
like the 96 FBC Facebook page.  You can help us get free adver-
tising to our church and community by sharing our posts on your 
page. 
 
NINETY SIX FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WEBSITE  Visit 
www.fbc96.org to keep up with church events and ministry.  

ONE-CHURCH MORNING WORSHIP   Our next One Church Wor-

ship services will be on Sunday, March 31st in the MPB.  We are thank-

ful that although we worship three times each Sunday that we remain 

One Body in vision, purpose and fellowship.  We have set aside this One 

Church Service for our Sanctity of Life Sunday for 2019. 

 

BAPTISM SERVICE  Our next baptism services are scheduled for 

May 5th during the 10:45 worship service.  If you are a candidate for 

baptism and would like to participate in this service, please contact 

Preacher Chuck.  
 
MISSION TRIP  The Lakelands Baptist Association will be going to 

Lashmeet, WV June 9-14.  For more information contact the LBA office. 

Thank You Notes 
 

Thank you so much for all that you have done for us 

during my illness.  The calls, cards, texts, emails, 

meals have been great.  The prayers, however, have been the best!  There 

is so much power in prayer and with all praying for me, I am truly 

blessed.  Our church family is so very special and we are blessed to have 

each of you supporting us.  Sincerely  Debbie & Jack Roberts 

 

Thank you so much for the prayers, cards, FB messages, visits and calls 

during the last several weeks.  Your love & support is appreciated.  I 

cherish your continued prayers for healing. 

     God Bless,  Jeanisa Moore   

 

We are so appreciative of the love and support of your entire staff and 

congregation for allowing us to have Jamey’s service at the church and 

for your kindness in preparing a wonderful meal for the family.  Your 

generosity will always be remembered.  We miss Jamey terribly but acts 

of kindness such as yours will allow us to heal in time 

  May God bless you all,  Carol & Ruple Harley III 

LIBRARY NEWS  Check these out ! 

“Talking with your Kids about God”  by Natasha Crain 

“Building Confidence in Your Child” by Dr. James Dobson 

 

For children: 

“What is Easter”  by Michelle Adams 

“A Child’s Story of Easter” by Susan Hardesty 

mailto:csprouse@fbc96.org

